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PREFACE. 


EE great and too general Neg- 
ESE /ef of Family-Worſhip in 4 
8 Chriſtian Land, cannot but be 
Matter of juſt Concern to every 
one who wiſhes well to the Cauſe 
Religion and Virtue. Every bo- 
neſt and well. meant Attempt, therefore, to re- 
commend and engage to the ſtated Performance 
of ſo reaſonable and advantageous a Duty, will, 
it is boped, be acceptable to Perſons of ſuch a 
Charatter. ” 

With this View has the Author drawn up 
theſe Forms of Devotion, to- introduce ſuch a 
Religious Worſhip into Houſes where it nas 
been a Stranger; and to enable all thoſe to per- 
form it in a proper and decent Manner, who, 
through an invincible Baſhfulneſs, or for other 
Reaſons, would be defirous of ſome ſuch Aſi 
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Rances. How fur they are ſuited to anfwer 
fuch an End, muſt be left to the Judgment of 


others ; the Author only begs leave to mention 
two or three things in reference to the 


ures, and then truſts them to the Bleſſing of 


God, and the Candour of his Fellow-Chriſtians. 

It has been his Endeavour to accommodate 
the Daily Forms fo the general States and Cir- 
cumſtances of Families, which are pretty much 
the fame ; referring Matters of a more par- 
ticular Concern "to the Diſtin& Forms at tbe 
latter End of the. Book: And even in theſe be 
has been cautious of being too minute and par- 
ticular, not only left he ſhould make his Book 
of too large-a Price, but alſo becauſe it might 
not ſo well agree with what is deſigned for the 
Service of the whole Houſhold, E 

I has alſo been the Author's Care, as well 
as he could, to ſuit theſe Devotions to Chriſtians 
of all Denominations ; he has therefore avoided 
any Expreſſions which may ſavour of Party, or 
that may feem peculiar either to thoſe who are 
Members of the Church of England, or 7a 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. And for the ſame Reaſon 
has it been thought moſt proper to conclude theſe 
Prayers, where the Lord's Prayer is not uſed, 
with Doxologies taken from the Scripture ; be- 
cauſe all Proteſtants allow the Scriptures to be 
the only Rule and Standard of Faith, and the 
beſt Diretlory for Chriſtian Worſhip. And in- 
ſtead of being ſtraitened and confined, by uſing 
only theſe Doxologies in Scripture-Expreſſions, 
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the Author has the Pleaſure to find a more agree- 
able Variety, as well as greater Sublimity of 


Thought and Expreſſion than he could boy to 
have met with any where elſe. 

It is thought the Stile and Manner of Ex- 
preſſion ill not, in general, be reckoned above 
common Capacities ; whatever metaphorical or 


figurative Expreſſions may be taken Notice of, 


they are chiefly borrowed from Scripture ; and 
ſuch, as the very frequent Uſe of them has ren- 
dered familiar to almoſt every Underſtanding. 

And tho" an attentive Reader may perhaps ob- 


ſerve ſome leading Expreſſions repeated in dif- 
ferent Prayers, yet they are but few; and fo 


ſeldom, that each Form may be juſtly called a 


"new One. — For the Paraphraſe on the Lord's 


Prayer, the Author 7s much indebted to the 
Great Britiſh Paraphraſt on that Part of 
Scripture. 

Dey are printed in ſo large a Letter, that 
they may be read with greater Eaſe, Diſtinct- 
neſs and Propriety ; and the Lord's Prayer ts 
always printed at length, to prevent any Hurry 
of Spirits, or Hefitation, which may be occc 
fioned in the Perſon who leads the Worſhip of 
the Family, from the Apprehenſion of being 
obliged to repeat ſomething by Heart after he 
has been reading all the reſt. This may often 
be the Caſe with a modeſt Perſon, fhecialh at 
the firſt Beginning of this Service, and he may 
be ſo confuſed as even to forget, if not be quite 


gut, in repeats ng what be knew very well before. 
The 
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Evening; and it is hoped and defired that thoſe 
ſelves with only Family-Worſhip at Night, would 
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The Author would therefore recommend the 
Reading the whole Service, to ſuch us ſhall 


think proper tb uſe it, rather than truſt to therr 


Memories ; eſpecially for ſome Time, 
e are Prayers for Morning as well as 


Families, who have hitherto contented them- 


think a little ſeriouſiy about thus Beginning the 
Day with God. The general Plea againſt it, 
is the Returning Buſineſs of the Family and 
the World with the Returning Day. But fuch 
Perſons would do well ſeriouſly to conſider, whe= 
ther that Hurry is not too great, and that Bu- 


fineſs too much, which takes up that Time that 
ſhould be allotted for folemn Acknowledging of 


God, as the Great Preſerver of the Houſhold 
through all the Dangers of the Night ; and as 
that Being, who alone can bleſs the Under- 
takings of the Day, eſtabliſb or diſappoint the 
Work of our Hands; and make whatever we 
do either to proſper, or to prove unſucceſsful. 
Befides, Fear very often puts People upon Prayer 
at Night; whereas, when the Darkneſs is ſcat- 
tered before the Ring Sun, their Fears are 
diſpelled too, and their Religion is vaniſbed with 


their Fears. The Worſhipping God ftatedly in 


the Morning in our Families, therefore, as well 


as in the Evening, will argue a more lively 


and abiding Senje of Gratitude, as well as of 
o, Dependence on God; and render our Evening- 


Worſhip 
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Worſhip more comfortable to ourſebves, and more 
acceptable to Him. 

Aud leſt too much of that Time may not be 
talen up, which is reckoned ſo precious when 
the Aﬀai * this dying World are to be re- 
garded, moſt of theſe Daily Prayers will nat 


exceed a Quarter of an Hour, and ſome are 


ſhorter ; fo that ſome Portion of Scripture may 


he read before-hand without any Tediouſneſs or 
Inconventence, But, after all, there muſt be 
an inward Approbation of fuch Worſhip, or 
elſe the ſhorteſt Service will be counted a Wea- 
rineſs ; which Approbation and Regard will 


ſcarce be laſting, except the Profeſſors of Re- 


ligion keep more at Home in their own Fu- 
milies, and leſs engage in the Public Diver- 
and Entertainments, which are the great 
Reproach of our Nation, and the Ruin of the 
Ring Age. Me 
The Author has only to add, 'that the Reaſon 
why he conceals his Name, is this very plain 
One, becauſe he don't chuſe to have it known ; 
and therefore it 1s needleſs to enquire after him. 
He apprebends his Book may be more generally 


ſerviceable and acceptable, when it appears in 


the World under this Character, as the Work 
of a real Friend to Religion, and to the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of Society. 


The RULE for the Due Performance of 
Family Prayer MoRNn1NG and ExENING. 


HE Morning and Evening Prayer is 
to be uſed in that Apartment of the 
Houſe, which ſhall be judged moſt proper 


for the Family to meet in, and moſt free 


from Interruption and Diſturbance. 


The Maſter of the Family is to read the 
Service himſelf; kneeling down, in a reve- 
rent Poſture with his Houſhold about him, 
and pronouncing the ſame in a grave, diſtinct, 
and ſerious Manner. 


And in the Abſence of a Maſter, let the 
devout Miſtreſs, or any grave Perſon whom 
He or She ſhall appoint, read the fame: 
That Family Prayers be not omitted or 


hindered, 


Here likewiſe let it be noted; that the 
Time, or Hour for Prayer both in the Morn- 
ing and Evening, is to be fixed according to 
the Circumſtances of each Family ; only with. 
this one Caution: That it be not deferred 
too long in the Morning, nor till ſo late 
at Night, as that ſome, if not all the Mem- 
bers of the Family, muſt unavoidably be 
fatigued and ſigepy.—There is a Time for 
all Things: Therefore for Religion among 
others, And every thing is moſt beautiful 
in its Seaſon, 


A Prayer for the Lord's Day 
Morning. 


J gety 1 The Infinite and 
Eternal God Thou art 

el the God of the Spirits of 
all fleſh, and to Thee, as the God 
who heareſt prayer, ſhall all fleth 


come. We „ are Immortal Spirits 


dwelling in fleſh, are now come to 


worſhip at Thy footſtool, being in- 


couraged from Thy Gracious invita- 
tion. 


We acknowledge Thee as the God 


of our Family, and aſcribe it to Thy 
Power and preſerving Goodneſs that 


we are here alive this Morning before 


| nc, in the piper poſture of Rea- 


ſonable 
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| ſonable dependent creatures ! Bleſſed 

| be Thy Name for the Mercies of the ; 

| laſt Night, and the comfortable re- 
| turn of this ſacred Morning Prity | 

Day, O Lord, is Thine, and therefore i 

at the beginning of it would we ' 

devote ourſelves afreſh to Thee : but 

| this is, in a diſtinguiſhing manner, 

| the Day which the Lord has made ; 

we would therefore join in our Family 

worſhip, at our entrance on ſuch a 

Day, with a peculiar pleaſure, we 

2 would rejoice and be glad therein. 

i Thou didſt create the world in ſix 

| days, and reſtedſt the ſeventh ; and 

b from Thine Own view and furvey of 

[ Thy works perfectly finiſhed, didſt 

E pronounce them all very good. We 

| --| Thy Reaſonable creatures would learn 

| to reſt on this Day from our works, 

. as God did from his; eſteeming it 

=: our proper and nobleſt Employment 
4 to adore Thee, as the Creator of the 

Univerſe, and of ourſelves in par- 

-ticular ; as the Almighty Upholder 
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and Supporter of all Beings; and eſpe- 
cially, as Chriſtians, to celebrate Thee 
as God our Saviour and Redeemer |! 
And it is a pleafure to us to 
think that there are vaſt Multitudes 
on ſuch a Day joining, in every place, 
in the ſame acts of Publick Homage 
and Devotion to Thee | We are going 
with the Multitude to keep a Holy 
Day, to Thee, and are glad when our 
fellow-worſhippers ſay, come and let 
us go up to the Houſe of the Lord, 
O may we injoy Thy Prefence and 
Bleſſing there] Thou haſt ſuited the 
inſtitutions of the Goſpel to our 
circumſtances ; to improve our De- 
votion, to raiſe our hearts above this 
world, to ingage us to a ſteady and 
growing obedience, and ſo to fit us 

heaven : And we admire Thy 
Wiſdom and Grace in ſuch Divine 
appointments. 

Forgive us, we beſeech Thee, that 
we have no more improved by theſe 
advantages ; ; that we have loſt fo 
; B 2 much 
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much of our ſacred Time, inſtead of 
imploying it in a diligent manner 
for the ſecuring theſe great and im- 
portant ends] How often have we 
been fatished with the mere form 
and appearance of Worſhip, without 
regarding the Temper of our Minds ; 
and attended on the exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, as if the end was anſwered 
as ſoon as the ſervice concluded ! 
May we be under the influence of a 
different Spirit on this Day; and find 
we attend on the Publick Worſhip of 
Thy Houſe more profitably, for our 
having waited on Thee before in our 

OWN. | 
O Lord! help all our infirmities, 
and aſſiſt us as we ſhall be ingaged 
in the ſeveral parts of Worſhip. Be 
with us in Prayer, in Reading and 
Hearing Thy Word; may we be free 
from all prejudice, and receive the 
Truths of the Goſpel in the Love of 
them. Help us to lay aſide all Malice 
and Guile, and Hypocriſies, and En- 
| : Ves, 
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e Family Prayer Bool. 3 
vies, and Evil-Speakings; and to re- 
ceive with Meekneſs the ingrafted 
Word. May we ſing Thy Praiſes 
with Underſtanding, and make me- 
lody in our hearts by Pfalms ; that 
ſo being fixed and compoſed, ſincere 
and upright, through the ſacred ex- 
erciſes of the Day, we may cloſe it 
with a Divine pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
on the review. 

Aſſiſt, we beſeech Thee, O Lord, 
all Thy Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe on 
whom we attend! May they be well 
inſtructed in the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, and rightly divide the Word 
of Truth ; may finners this day be 
converted, and Thy People greatly 
edified and improved | | 

Graciouſly attend, we beſeech 
Thee, to the united prayers of all 
Thy Churches, far inlarging the King- 
dom of the Redeemer, that all the ends 
of the earth may ſee Thy Salvation. 
Hear the particular requeſts for 
gur Nation, our Civil Goyernment, 
bur 
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our King, and every Branch of his 
Illuſtrious Houſhold ; and let every 
particular caſe of ſorrow, affliction, 


and diſtreſs, that ſhall be recom- 1 
mended to Thee, be kindly regarded 
by Thee, O God, whoſe Compaſſions l 


never fail! 2 

Hear in heaven Thy Dwelling 
dase; and do exceeding abundantly 
for us and ours, and all Thine, above 
what we are able to aſk, or worthy 
to receive, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, through whom r we call 
nes Thee; ab, 


LAY 


Our Father, who art in heaven 
| LE Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
FE Th hag dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Farth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 
tis Day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
EF them that treſpaſs againſt. us. And 
lead us not into Temptation; but de- 
ier us from Evil: For Thine is the 
© Kingdom, and the Power, dnd the 
$8 Glory, for ever. Amen, 


We Fami by Prager-Book. ? 


A fe for the Lord's Day 
ns, 


— 


OST Glorious, and EY 
ing God | Thou, and Thou 
only art 4 be feared, to be loved 
— adored, as a Being of all poſſible 
Perfection! To Thee all Angels ery 
aloud, the Cherubim, and Seraphim, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord GodAlmighty, 
Which was, and which is, and which 
is to come; Heaven and Earth are 
full of the Majeſty of Thy Glory! 


unto Thee | 


wenly Temple, who ſtand continually 


befor The, ſee Thy Face without 
à vail, celebrate Thy Perfections in 


the moſt exalted manner, and Rep 
un Everlaſting Sabbath in 


Salvation and "Blefling, and Hons 


Thouſands are before Thee, and ten 
thou ſand times ten thouſand mini- - 


[chnd bleſſed; thaice happy, [cnc 
Thy Servants, whodwell i in thy Hea- 
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and Glory, to Him that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever! 

And next to theſe, bleſſed are the 
Men whom Thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt 
to approach unto Thee, that they 
may dwell in Thine Earthly Courts, 
behold Thee in milder Glory, and 
taſte Thy Mercy and Thy Grace 
there. For it is a comfortable thought, 
that Thou doſt not confine all the 
diſplays of Thy Goodneſs and Love 
to that upper world, but haſt con- 
deſcended to pitch Thy Tabernacle 
with men on Earth, and converſe in 
a favourable manner with ſinful duſt 
and aſhes ! 

We Thy creatures adore this Con- 
deſcenſion] eſpecially would we now 
-bleſs Thee for the freſh diſcovery we 
have injoyed of it by attending Thy 


houſe this Day. We hope it has been 


good for us to draw nigh to God, 


and that we can ſay, as the inward 


n 1 of our ſouls, How amiable 


ae Thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! 


A on 
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A day in Thy Courts is better than 
a thouſand ; we had rather be door- 
keepers in the Houſe of our God, 
than dwell in the palaces of fin and 
wickedneſs without this liberty. 

We bleſs Thee for the Ordinances 
of Thy Goſpel, and the Word of 
the Kingdom which we have been 
hearing, which is profitable for Do- 
ctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; and 


would now cloſe the Public Worſhip 


of the Day in our Family with gra- 
titude, pleaſure, and holy fervour. 
Accept, we beſcech Thee, all our 
ſincere deſires to ſerve Thee; tho 
low, faint, and imperfect ; and mer- 


cifully forgive all that has been 
amiſs! We can't reflect upon the 
worſhip of the. Day, but we have 
ſome reaſon for grief and ſorrow.” 
Our beſt ſervices need a Mediator to 
render them well-pleaſing in Thy 
Sight. We lament our wandrings, 


our frequent inattention, the trifling 
C of 
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of our ſpirits; and the coldneſs of 
dur hearts and affections ! 

Be merciful to us, O Lord, and 
enable us to be more ſerious and dili- 
gent for the future | Forgive, we earn- 
eſtly pray Thee, our paſt miſ-improve- 
ments of the Means of Grace, Thy 
Word brings our fins to our remem- 
brance. How often have we known 
our Duty, and yet omitted it ; been 
informed where our true Happineſs 
lies, and yet neglected our ſearch 
after it; been convinced of the Va- 
nity of the world, and the Uncer- 
tainty of created good to make us truly 
Bleſſed, and yet returned to it with 
as ſtrong reliſh as before | How have 
either the Buſineſſes, or the Pleaſures, 
or the Cares of this life, choked the 
Word, and rendered us barren and 
unfruitful ! O let it not appear by 
our after-behaviour, that This muſt 
be added to the number of our loſt 
Sabbaths ! 


That 
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That it may not, we beſeech Thee, 
O great Lord of the Harveſt, proſper 
the Seed that has been ſown on our 
hearts this Day ! Bleſs the Word we 
have heard ; and as far as it has been 
agreeable to the true Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, let it appear to have been 
profitable to our Souls. 

If good impreſſions havebeen made, 
if ſerious thoughts about our Souls and 
another World have been excited in 
our minds, let them not wear off, or 
be ſtifled by our return to the buſineſs 
and concerns of this life again. If 
we have been convinced of Sin, may 
we reſolve on Repentance without 
delay; if we have been better ac- 
quainted with our Duty, may we 
be more ſteadily fixed in the pra- 
ctice of it: if we have learnt more 
of God and Heaven, and Eternity, 
than we knew before, may our Know- 
ledge more powerfully influence our 
Lives and Converſations ! Aſſiſt our 
Evening Recollections, and may we 
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find that the Worſhip of our Family 
diſpoſes us for ſuch ſerious work. 
And we earneſtly pray, that as 
we paſs on from one ſuch facred 
Day to another, we may make pro- 
portionable Improvements in the Di- 
vine Life, renew our ſpiritual ſtrength 
by thus often waiting on the Lord ; 
and forgetting the things that are 
behind, be ſtill reaching forth to thoſe 
things which are before: Till we all 
come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
to the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs that is in Chriſt ! And may 
this be the Bleſſed End of all our 
Lord's Days, Sacraments, and Means 
of Grace on earth, the eompleat ſal- 
vation of our Immortal Souls! 
Hear, O Lord | we beſeech Thee, 
and anſwer the Prayers that have 
been offered to Thee in all Thy 
Churches this Day ; for ſpreading the 
Kingdom and Intereſt of the Great 
Redeemer ; and for the perſecuted 


P . 


* 


— — 4 
* 


The Family Prayer- Bool. 13 


and oppreſſed for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
that they may go free. | 
Particularly regard, we beſeech 
Thee, the requeſts made for our Na- 
tion, our King, and the whole Royal 
Family ; and let Great-Britain be 
ſtill the peculiar care and favourite 
land of the Lord Almighty ! To this 
End, let there be a Spirit of Refor- 
mation in the land; and the number 
of thoſe be continually increaſing, 
who ſhall indeavour to put a ſtop to 
the progreſs of vice and profaneneſs, 
by their influence and examples! 


May all Thy faithful Miniſters that 
have been labouring this Day in the 
Word and Doctrine, ſee the deſire 
of their Souls to their increaſing ſa- 
tisfaction | | 

Graciouſly regard our Friends and 
Relations : May they proſper, and 
be in health ; but above all, may 
their Squls proſper ! Hear the Prayers 
offered to Thee for the ſick and weak, 
the pained and diſtreſſed ; and be a 
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Father of the Fatherlefs, and a God 
of the Widows who put their Truſt 
in Thee! 


And now, O Lord, ada wait we 


for? our Hope i is in Thee To Thee 
we commend ourſelves as the heads 


N. B. To Of a Family, our [child, 


be omitted if or children, ] our ſervants, 


there be 
children er and every member of the 


— houſhold. Let there be no 
enemy to God under this Roof, none 
worſhipping here now, that ſhall be 
miſſing in the general aſſembly of the 
Firſt- born above 

Graciouſly watch over us, we be- 
ſeech Thee, this Evening, preſerve us 
from the dangers of the Night, and in 

a following week; may we carry 
3 with us the Temper and Spirit 
of Chriſtians; and learn to order our 
worldly affairs and converſation a- 
right, that we may at laſt, through 


the Merits of faſus Chriſt, ſee * 
ö „ 


Now. 
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Now to God even our Father, and 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
faithful Witneſs, and the Firſt-begot- 
ten#from the Dead, and the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth ; To Him 
who loved us, and died to waſh us 
from our {ins in his own blood, and 
to make us Kings and. Priefts unto + 
God and his Father, be Honour and 
Glory, Salvation, Thankſgiving, and 
Praiſe for ever and ever! Amen. 
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A Prayer for Monday Morning. 


NFINITELY Holy, moſt Bleſ- 
ſed, and Adoreable Majeſty | 
Thou art poſſeſſed of all poſſible 


Perfe&tions ! Of Thee are all things, 


for Thou haſt created all things, and 
for Thy Pleaſure they are and were 
created: Through Thee are all things; 
for Thou upholdeſt all things by the 

Word of Thy Power, and ſupporteſt 
theſe ſeveral creatures, by Thine In- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs : And 
therefore to Thee, O God, are all 
things ; and Thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever: And to Thee for ever be the 
Praiſe ! 

As Thou haſt made us Reaſonable 
creatures, we confeſs it our bounden 
Duty to acknowledge Thee, O Lord ! 
and in a religious and devout man- 
ner to worſhip and bow down before 


Thee, as the Lord our Maker. Thane | 
hands 


* 
a 4 3 
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hands have made us and faſhioned 
us; and as the Work of Thine hands, 


the Creatures of Thy Power, and 
Thine Offspring, we take pleaſure 


in worſhipping at Thy Footſtoo). 


Me adore and praiſe Thee, as our 
Great Preferver ; and with the con- 
ſtant returns of Morning and Evening, 
would join together as a Worſhipping 
Family, to bleſs our conftant Al- 
mighty Guardian. It is owing to 
Thy Protection that we have paſſed 
another Night in ſafety. Thou, O 
Lord, the great Watchman of Iſrael, 


who never {lumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, 
haſt been about our houſe, and about 


our bed; and ſecured us in our moſt 


unguarded hours from all the Dan- 


gers and Terrors of the Night, and 
cauſed us to meet together this Mor- 
ning in ſo much comfort. We have 
awaked in the Arms of Thy kind 
Providence, and are ſtill the N 


= 


FROGS D Win 


18 The Family Prayer-Book. 


What ſhall we render unto Thee, 
O Lord, Thou kind Preſerver of 
men, * all Thy benefits? We are 


leſs than the leaſt of all Thy Mer- 


cies, and unworthy of the Bleſ- 


ſings of Thy common Providence. 


Lord, What is man that thou art 
mindful of him ? or the Son of Man 
that Thou viſiteſt him; and doſt 
renew Thy Loving-kindneſs to him 
every Morning ? 

As we are ſinners, and guilty be- 
fore God, we may juſtly admire the 
Patience of the Moſt High, which 
has made us awake to another Day 
of Trial, inſtead of ſuffering us to 
ſleep the Sleep of Death, and fixing 
us in a ſtate of Everlaſting Puniſh- 


ment! O may Thy dee abe 


and Forbearance, at laſt, lead us to 
Repentance! We are aſhamed, and 
bluſh to lift up our Faces to Thee, 
O Lord, IE we ſeriouſly think 
over our manifold Tranſgr a6 ! 


How often have we difobeyed Thy 


Com- 
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Commands, and acted contrary to the 
infinite obligations we are under to 
Thee? How have we ſinned againſt 
all the Grace diſcovered in Thy Goſ- 
pel, and Thine abundant Compaſſions 
manifeſted in the Gift of Thy Son! 
Here, O Lord, at Thy Footſtool, 
we confeſs all our Iniquities : The 
Sins of our Thoughts, our Words, 
and our Actions ; the Irregularity of 
our Paſſions, the Earthlineſs of our 
Affections, and all our wilful Viola- 
tions of Thy holy Law; and moſt 
_ earneſtly 8 pardon and forgive- 
neſs through Jeſus Chriſt, our only 
Redeemer and Advocate with Thee 
the Father ! For his fake be merciful, 
we beſeech Thee, to all our Unright- 
eouſneſs, our Sins and Iniquities re- 
member no more | 
We now reſolve, by Thy Aſſi- 
ſtance and Grace, never to live in 
the practice of any known Sin, and 
wherein we have done Iniqui ity to 
do ſo no more; but to walk in the 


2 Ways 
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Ways of Holineſs 0 ſincere Obe- 
dience. 

And that we may hou tire nd 
walk, vouchſafe, we beſeech Thee, 
O Heavenly Father, the Influences 
of Thy Good Spirit, which Thou 
art —— ready to beſtow on them 
that aſk them Tho' we have too 
often grieved, and quenched ſuch 
kind motions and ſuggeſtions in our 
Souls ; yet caſt us not entirely away 
from Thy Preſence, and take not 
Thy Holy Spirit from us | But may 
He dwell in us as the Temples of 
God, and enable us to ſubdue our 
Corruptions, to mortify our A ppe- 
tites and Paſſions; and to run on in 
theWayof Thy Commandments with 
cnlargedneſs of heart! 

And as we are now entering on 
another Day, we would particularly 
intreat Thy Protection, Guidance, 
and Bleſſing through the whole of 
it. We are going into a World full 
pf ſnares and dangers : O, do not 


"7 Thoy 


2T 
Thou leaye us to ourſelves, or ſuffer 
us to be intangled and overcome 
through the Weakneſs and Infirmi- 
ties of the fleſh ! But be Thou, O 
Lord, our Sun and our Shield! And 
may we endeavour to keep out of the 
Way of Temptation as much we can. 
Eſpecially may we-be moſt on our 
guard againſt the fins which moſt 
ceaſily beſet us, that Satan may not 
gain an advantage over us! 
We pray, O Lord, further, that 
Thou wouldeſt ſucceed and proſper 
us in the Buſineſs of the Day | May 
we, in our ſeveral Callings and Em- 
ployments, abide with God, and act, 
in all our dealings and commerce 
with men, as re the Profeſſors 
of that Religion, which teaches them 
to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts; and to live Soberly, and Right - 
eouſly, and Godly, in the preſent 
world ! And, as far as we behave in 
ſuch a manner, do Thou, O Lord, 
a to us the work of our hands; 


yea 


The Family Prayer-Book. 


22 The Pamily Prayer-Book. 
yea the' work of our hands eſtabliſh 
Thou it. 

And O, may we never be ſo deep- 
ly ingaped, nor ſo much intangled 
in the affairs and concerns of this 
preſent uncertain Life, as to forget 
that there is ſtill One Thing which 
is principally Needful for us, the ſe- 
curing the Welfare and Happineſs of 
our dear Immortal Souls ! Lord, help 
us to keep this moſt ſerious Buſineſs 
prevailingly in our minds, and to 
give it the preference in our general 
conduct ! And may a ſenſe of our 
too great Neglect of this weighty 
affair in Time paſt, quicken us to a 
better Improvement of all that which 
may yet remain; that ſo when our 
laſt Day ſhall dawn upon us, we 
may not dread the cloſe of it ; 
but welcome the Night of Death, 
having a good hope, through Grace, 

of awaking to an Happy Everlaſting 
Pay | 


We 
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We pray for all Mankind. Let 
all our Fellou- Creatures become our 
Fellow-Chriſtians ! Send, we beſeech 
Thee, O Lord, Thy Goſ pel where 
it is not, and proſper and ſucceed it 
where it is already preached! And 
may all the Profeſſors of it adorn 
more and more the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things 

Bleſs, in an eſpecial manner, we 
pray Thee, the Nations to which 
we belong | May his Majeſty King 
GroRGE, be the peculiar care of 
Heaven; may the Crown long flouriſh 
upon his head, and all his implacable. 
Enemies be cloathed with ſhame. 
Bleſs, we pray Thee, their Royal 
Highneſſes the Paix cx and PRIxcxss 
of Wa LES, and their Iss uE; the 
Dux, the PRINckss ES, and e 
Branch of the Royal Family. And 
may all our public affairs be under 
the wiſeſt and beſt Direction. 

Bleſs and proſper, we earneſtly 
beſeech Thee, O Lord, the Miniſters 

of 
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of Thine everlaſting Goſpel of every 
Denomination ; may they rightly 
divide the Word of Truth, and be 
fo happy as to fave themſelves, and 
them that hear them 
Bleſs this Family, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt | May we behave as 
becomes perſons profeſſing Godlineſs; 
and be enabled to fill up every Sta- 
tion and Relation with its proper 
Duty! And may Thy Candle ſhine 
upon our Tabernacle | Do Thou 
bleſs us, and we ſhall be bleſſed! 
Preſerve to us, we beſeech Thee, 
the Health of our Bodies, and our 
Capacities for Uſefulneſs and Service 
in Lite ; and may we improve every 
bleſſing we receive from Thee to 
Thine Honour and Glory ! 
Finally, we commend to Thy fa- 
vourable regard all our Friends and 
Relations; wherever they are, may 
they have the Bleſſing of God with 
them ; and all that which Thou 
knoweſt to be belt for them beſtowed 


ON 
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on them! And we deſire to forgive 
all our Enemies, and beg that God 
would forgive them too | 

Theſe our Prayers and Thankſgiv- 
ings we offer up to Thee through 
Jeſus Chriſt our great Interceſſor, in 
whoſe Name and Words we further 
call upon Thee ; as, 


Our F ather, who art in heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this Day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into Temptation; but de- 
liver us from Evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the 

Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LORD! Thou art the Ever- 
Bleſſed God; The High and 
Mighty, King of Kings, — Lord 
of Lords! Thy Kingdom is an Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, and Thy Dominion 
*endureth throughout all Generations. 
While creatures change, Thou art 
the ſame; and while our Days are 
paſſing away in haſte, Thou art 
without the leaſt Variableneſs or Sha- 
dow of turning, and Thy years fail 
not 
| Thou only art the ſure Object of 
theTruſt and Confidence of frail Mor- 
tals, weak and defencelefſs, and ex- 
poſed to innumerable evils. And, 
bleſſed be Thy Name, Thou haſt 
been the Dwelling-place of the chil- 
dren of men in every age until now ! _ 
Whether then ſhould a People go, 
but to their God ? Where ſhould ſuch 
weak and neceſſitous Beings as We 
are 
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are go, but to a Being of Infinite 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion; Infinitely 
Able to help and ſupport us, and 
Infinitely Wiſe to do it in the beſt 
and moſt proper manner ? 
To Thee then would we come, 
O Lord, as the only proper Object 
of Our Worſhip; and to Thee 
alone would we direct our Prayer ; 
for our help and hope is in Thee! 
Adored be Thy Condeſcenſion 
that tho' Thou art Infinitely exalted 
above all the Bleſſing and Praiſe of 
Heaven, yet Thou giveſt us encou- 
ragement thus to draw near unto 
Thee, and to fill our Mouths With 
arguments; and haſt aſſured us, that 
Thou art willing to do exceeding - 
abundantly above what we can aſk 
or think, according to Thy Riches 
in Glory by Chriſt Jeſus | 
Bleſſed ! for ever Bleſſed be Thy _ 
Holy Name, for this Great High 
Prieſt of our Profeſſion ! for this 
e of the New Covenant, 


E 2 through 
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through whom we Sinners may ap- 


proach Thee, and hope for ſuch 
great and invaluable Bleſſings from 


Thee! We come with humble Bold- 


neſs to Thee, through Him, O Lord! 


as on a Throne of Grace, to aſk of 


Thee Mercy, and Grace to help us 
in every time of need. 


Our firſt Petition is for Pardoning 


Mercy: That Thou wouldeſt for 
Chriſt's ſake, forgive us all our many 
and aggravated Tranſgreſſions ! Bleſs 
us, even us alſo, O our Father, with 
that great Bleſſing of turning away 
every one of us from our Iniquities, 
and then with averting that ſore Pu- 
niſhment which our Sins haye de- 


ſerved |! 


We would confeſs our Sins with 
ſhame and ſorrow. O that our hearts 
were more thoroughly pierced, and 


broken for all our Tranſgreſſions 


How ſhould it confound us to think 
we have offended ſo good a God ? 
that we have, in too many inſtances, 

acted 
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acted the part of Rebellious Children 
towards the kindeſt and beſt Father? 


We lament the Sins of our hearts, 


and the Iniquities of our Lives and 
Converſations! We are grieved for our 
Daily Failings and Infirmities ! Who 
can underſtand his Errors? Lord, 
cleanſe Thou us from Secret faults ! 
And may the blood of Jeſus, who, 
through the Eternal Spirit, offered 
up himſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge all our conſciences from dead 
Works to ſerve Thee, the Living and 
True God, in all Holineſs, and Obe- 
dience | 

And, O give us a comfortable 
ſenſe that our Sins are forgiven, upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant | 
Lift up the Light of Thy Counte- 
nance upon us, and {hed abroad Thy 
Love in our hearts | For in Thy Fa- 
vour, O Lord, is our Life, and the 
Happineſs of our Souls; and Thy 
Loving-kindneſs is better than Life! 
With that, we can never be mile- 
- rable 
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rable in the worſt condition here, and 
without it, it is impoſſible we ſhould 
be happy in the beſt. 

Whom, then, have we in Heaven 
but Thee, O God ! and what is there 
on Earth to be defired in Compariſon 
with Thee ? O be Thou our Portion 
and Felicity! and ſay unto our Souls, 
Thou art our Salvation! This ſhall 


put more gladneſs into our hearts, 


than in the Time when their Corn 
and their Wine increaſe to the Men 
of this World. 

We pray, that the Power and Do- 
minion of Sin may be more entirely 
deſtroyed in us. To this. end, we 
aſk a conſtant ſupply of the Spirit 


of Jeſus, as a Spirit of Purity, of 


Divine Love, of Power, and of a 
Sound Mind! And thug, may we be 
enabled to ſhew forth all the Fruits 


of the Spirit abundantly, to the Praiſe 
and Glory of Thee, our Heavenly 


Father 


May 


* 
* 
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May we be continually adding to 
our Faith Virtue, greater degrees of 
Courage in the Profeſſion and Prac- 
tice of our Holy Religion ; to our 
Virtue Knowledge, a growing ac- 
quaintance with the things of God, 
and the Spirit and Temper of Chri- 
ſtianity; to our Knowledge Tempe- 
rance, that ſo we may abſtain from 
all ſinful Indulgences, and preſerve 
a ſtricter Moderation in the Uſe and 
Enjoyment of thoſe things which 
are lawful ; and to our Temperance, 
help us to add a more confirmed and 
unbroken Patience, both in doing and 
ſuffering Thy Will, till Thou ſhalt 
ſee fit to releaſe us; to our Patience 
may we add Godlinefs, a more Di- 
vine Heavenly Temper, .and an in- 
creaſing preparation for the Buſineſs 
and Blefſedneſs of Heaven; and to 
our Godlineſs may we be adding Bro- 
therly-kindneſs, a hearty and growing 
affection towards all our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, who have one and the 


ſame 
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fame God and Father of all, the 


fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the only 


Mediator, the ſame Faith, and the 
ſame Baptiſm : and to our Brotherly- 
kindneſs may we ſtill add Charity ; or 
a more extenſively benevolent Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition towards all our 
Fellow-Creatures, and a readineſs to 
forgive even our worſt Enemies | 

And, O may theſe Virtues not 
only be in us, but abound ; that in- 
ſtead of being barren, we may be 
fruitful in every good Word and 
Work : and at laſt have an abundant 
entrance adminiſtred to us into the 
Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ! 

With us, we beſeech Thee, O 


Lord, to extend Thy Compaſſionate 


Regards to the reſt of Mankind! 
Let that happy Time come, when 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe, 
and ſhine upon thoſe Parts of the 
Earth, which now - fit in Darkneſs, 
and. in the Region of the gs 
O 
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of Death! May He be a Light to 
enlighten all the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of thy People Iſrael. | 
Put an end, we pray Thee, to 
all Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, 
and let thoſe Principles, which coun- 
tenance and encourage Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion, be entirely rooted out; 
that ſo all Thy Churches may have 
Reſt, and walking in the Fear of 
the Lord, and in the Comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt, may be edified and mul- 
tiplied | 
Let the Nations of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and all belonging to 
them, be the peculiar care of Hea- 
ven. Continue to us, we pray Thee, 
O Lord! National Bleſſings, tho' we 
have juſtly forfeited them ; and teach 
us to bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance. Bleſſed be Thy Name for 
a Proteſtant King to rule over us ! 
May the Crown fit long and eaſy 
upon his Head, and He be continued 
do us as a laſting Bleſſing. And may 
F every 
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every Branch of the Royal Family 
be forming, under a Divine Hand, 
for thoſe high Stations which Thy 
Providence in future Time may call 
them to fill | 
DireR, and Bleſs all Privy Coun- 
ſellors and Miniſters of State, that 
they may know and purſue the 
Things which tend to the Welfare 
of the Nation, Counſel Thou all 
our Counſellors, and teach all our 
Senators Wiſdom | And grant, O 
Lord, that there may be more of 
true Religion among all Ranks and 
Degrees of men, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt; that Righteouſneſs 
may run down our ſtreets like a 
River, and Judgment as a mighty 
ſtream | And to this end ſucceed the 
Miniſtrations of Thy Goſpel, by 
every upright and faithful hand ! 
We recommend to Thy Care all 
our Friends and Relations. May all 
that are dear to us, in the bonds of 
Nature and Friendſhip, be related to 
Thee, 
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Thee, and bleſſed of the God of 


Heaven ! Bleſs all our Family ; and 
may every Member of this Houſhold 
be a living Member of Jeſus Chriſt 
here, and preparing for the Kingdom 
of his Glory hereafter | 

With theſe our Prayers, we offer 
up unto Thee our moſt grateful 
Thankſgivings for all we have, and 
all the Great and Glorious Things 
which Thou haſt encouraged us to 
for. 

We praiſe and bleſs Thee, O Lord, 
for our Creation; that Thou haſt 
made us Reaſonable, Immortal Beings, 
capable of knowing, loving, ſerving 
Thee here, and enjoying Thee. for 
ever ! We bleſs Thee for our con- 
tinued Preſervation, eſpecially for 
adding another Day to our Lives 
Thou haſt graciouſly preſerved us 
in our going out and coming in, and 
been with us from Morning until 
the Evening; ſo that no danger has 
befallen us, or been too hard for us! 

F 2 Thou 
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Thou haſt ſpread our Tables, filled 


our Cup, and given us all things 
comfortably to enjoy! Eſpecially 
would we praiſe and magnify Thy 
Name for the Redemption of the 
World, by Thy Son ; for the Means 
of Grace, and for. the Hopes of 
Glory. 

Under a lively ſenſe of all Thy 
Goodneſs, and being perſuaded by 
Thine Innumerable Mercies and Be- 
nefits, do we now renew the ſolemn 
Dedication of Ourſelves, and our Fa- 
mily, to Thee this Night! Watch 
cover us, we pray Thee, through the 
whole of it | Guard us, and our Ha- 
bitation, from every Evil, and in the 
Morning let us awake Rill with God ! 
And be Thou with us through all 
the remaining Days of our Pilgrimage 
here, and at the End of it receive 
us to Thy Heavenly Houſe above ! 
All which we humbly aſk of Thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our only Re- 
deemer and Advocate. 
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Now unto the King Eternal, Im- 
mortal, Inviſible, = Only Wiſe 


God, be Honour and _ for ever! 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Morning. 


LMIGHTY and Eternal God! 
Thou art the Fountain of all 
Being, Perfection and Bleſſedneſs ! 
Great art Thou, O Lord, and great- 
ly to be feared, and Thy Greatneſs 
is unſearchable |! It is high as Heaven, 
What can we do? It is deeper than 
the Grave, What can we know ? The 
meaſure thereof is longer than the 
- Earth, and broader than the Sea | 
What then is our Goodneſs and Praiſe, 
who dwell in houſes of Clay, and 
whoſe foundation is in the Duſt ? It 
cannot extend to Thee, Q Lord, 
who art Infinitely above all ! 
Yet, as Thou haſt made us capable 
of acknowledging Thee, and haſt 
furniſhed us with Powers and Capa- 
cities, which are to be improved and 
perfected by the Noble Exerciſe of 
Devotion; we deſire to employ Our- 
ſelves with pleaſure in this moſt Rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable Service. And we adore and 
admire Thy Wiſdom, in appointing 
that Prayer, and Supplication, with 
Thankſgiving, ſhould be the Means 
by which ſuch Creatures as we are 
ſhould ſecure the Continuance of 
thoſe Bleſſings we already. enjoy, and 
derive larger ſupplies according to 


our various wants | 

But wherewith ſhall We come 
before the Lord ? and how ſhall we 
bow Ourſelves before the Moſt High, 
that we may be acceptable to Him ? 
We cannot preſent our Supplications 
to Thy Majeſty as Innocent Creatures, 
or for our own Righteouſneſſes; for 
we have all ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God; but we offer 
them through a Mediator of Thine 
Own Providing, Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous. And through Him we 
hope to have acceſs, by One Spirit, 
unto Thee The Father | 

And now, O Lord, fince, in 
Thine Infinite Com paſſion, T how 

a 
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haſt permitted us thus to offer out 


Petitions and Requeſts, we are hum- 


bly bold to make them all known 


unto Thee; for our Deſire is before 
Thee, and our Wants cannot be hid 
from Thee ! 

As Reaſonable, Immortal Beings, 
capable of Eternal Happineſs, We 
need and deſire, above all other 


things, Thee for our Portion and 


Felicity] and the Deſire of our Souls 
is to Thee, and to the Remembrance 
of Thy Name! Here, from the 


Objects and Pleaſures of Time and 


Senſe, our Deſires cannot be fully 
fatisfied ; nothing ſhort of Thyſelf 
can anſwer all our Expectations, and 
fill us with everlaſting Peace and 
Comfort. 

And wilt Thou, O Lord, be our 
God ? Wilt Thou be the Portion of 
our Inheritance, and of our Cup? 
Then may we ſay the Lines are fallen 
to us in pleaſant places, and we have 
a l heritage; and we ſhall have 


abun- 
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abundant Cauſe to bleſs the Lord. 
Without Thee, deſtitute of Thy Fa- 
vour, in the Fulneſs of all mortal 
Sufficiency ſhall we be in ſtraits in 
this world ; and our proſpects as to 
another would be ſhocking and ter- 
rible : But if Thou art our God, 
we may be content in every ſtate 
here, and look forward to Eternity 
with increaſing pleaſure | 

As ever we would partake of this 
Invaluable Bleſſing, we defire that 
all our Sins may be forgiven ! Blot 
out, we humbly pray Thee, O Lord, 
for Chriſt's ſake, our Tranſgreſſions 
as a Cloud, and our Iniquities as a 
thick Cloud ; that they may not 
intercept the Communications, and 
Senſe of Thy Favour toward us! 
And may the Power of Sin be de- 
ſtroyed within us, that the Purity, 
and ſo the Peace of our hearts and 
minds, may remain unbroken for the 


future. And be merciful to our ma- 
G nifold 
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nifold Infirmities, our Sins and Ini- 
quities remember no more | 

And being thus reconciled unto 
Thee through Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
earneſtly deſirous of continuing in 
Thy Favour, and walking worthy 
of Thee unto all well-pleafing. O ! 
may we from henceforward take good 
heed to Ourſelves, that we be not 
intangled in Sin, and overcome. And 
O! do Thou help our Infirmities, 
and may Thy Good Spirit aſſiſt and 
ſupply the weakneſſes, and the wants 
of ours ! 

We want Strengthening Grace ; 
we want Courage to hold on in the 
practice of our beſt Reſolutions, eſ- 
pecially when aſſaulted with the Sins 
that do molt eaſily beſet us; we 
want an increaſing Faith in the Un- 
{cen World, to over- ballance the ſmiles 
and frowns of the Preſent; we need 
a more ſteady Hope, a more con- 
firmed Patience, in order to our Im- 

prove- 
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provement in Holineſs, till in the 


end we ſhall be fit for heaven. 
Of Thee therefore, O Lord! do 
we aſk theſe Bleſſings, who giveſt 


to all liberally, and upbraideſt not. 


Do Thou ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle 
us; never ſuffer us to be led into 
Temptation, but ſo as to deliver us 
from the moral evil of it! Do Thou 
increaſe our Faith, in proportion to 
the Greatneſs of the Objects of it, 
and the Evidence for it; that it may 
be more our diſtinguiſhing Character 
that we walk by Faith, not by Senſe! 
And may the God of Hope fill us 


with all Joy and Peace in believing, 


and aſſiſt us unto all Patience and 
Long: ſuffering with Joyfulneſs ; that 


thus by a patient Continuance in 


well-doing and ſuffering, we may 


at the end obtain Glory, Honour, 

Immortality, and Everlaſting Life 
While we dwell in Bodies, we 
{hall want Thy conſtant Daily Care 
and Proviſion for them. Thou art 
G 2 | the 
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the Great and Wondrous Former of 
them, as well as the Almighty Fa- 
ther of our Spirits | We adore and 
bleſs Thee for all that Protection and 
comfortable Support we have expe- 
rienced from Thee. already ; Thou 
haſt watched over our feeble Frames, 
continued theſe Bodies in Life, healed 
their Sickneſſes and Diſeaſes ; and 
tho' they are liable to be cruſhed 
before the Moth, they yet ſtill re- 
main the Monuments of a Divine 
Care! 

Particularly would we bleſs Thee, 
O Lord, this Morning, for the Re- 
freſhments of the laſt Night, and 
that we now appear together a Fa- 
mily in Peace, and Safety, and Joy ! 
We ſtill humbly aſk the continued 
Supplies and Aids of Thy Good Pro- 
vidence, and the Preſervation of our 
Bodily Health, that we may be better 


fatted for the Service of God .and 
our Souls. And may we preſerve 
theſe Veſſels in Purity, and Tempe- 
| rance, 
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rance, and Chaſtity, in Sanctifica- 
tion and Honour; as the Temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt!  _ 

And now, Lord, What wait we 
for? Our Hope is in Thee! To Thee, 
as the Great Father of the whole 
Family in Heaven and Earth, do we 
recommend all our Fellow-Creatures, 
the Dwellers upon this Earth ; beg- 
ging that they may ever ſhare in all 
the ſame Bleſſings of the ſame Wile, 
and Kind, and Good Father of us 
all. And to this end we earneſtly 
pray, that the Goſpel may be made 
known among them in its Purity, 
and all the Power of its Evidence. 

To Thee, we recommend all the 
Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
beſeeching Thee he Thou wouldft 


reſtrain, and, in Thy due Time, de- 


ſtroy, all the pride, and fury of Op- 


preſſors To Thine Eſpecial Care 


vwould we recommend our own 


Lands, and Country. To Thy pe- 
culiar Charge, Preſervation, Direction, 
and 
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and Bleſſing, would we earneſtly re- 


commend the Civil Government under 
which we live; the King as Supreme, 
His Family, and all in Authority 
under Him. O may we all, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, be a Re- 
formed, that ſo we may be a Happy 
People 1 

To Thy Bleſſing we recommend 
all Faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
praying that they may be wiſe, holy, 
and ſucceſsful | Eſpecially would we 
defire Thy Bleſſing on thoſe Mini- 
ſters on whom we ſtatedly attend, 
and who are ſo often mindful of us : 
May we be among the Seals of their 
Miniſtry in the Lord | 

To Thee, O Lord, we recom- 
mend all our Friends and Relations ; 
may all their wants be ſupplied by 
Thee, and all their Concerns be 
taken under Thy kind Notice and 
Regard ! 

Finally, To Thee, O tank we 
recommend Onclalves: and our Fa- 


mily, 
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mily, for the following Day. We 
commit our Bodies, and our worldly 
Concerns, to the Care and Succeſs 
of Thy Kind Providence, and our 
Souls to the Charge of Thy Grace 
in a Way of Obedience; humbly 
praying, that while we are in, the 
world, Thou wouldſt keep us from 
the Evil of it; and bring us ſafely 
and comfortably to the End of it. 
And may each of us in this Fa- 
mily, the Heads of it, |* the Chil- 
dren] [the Relations] the Servants 
of it, behave better through every 
Day for our Morning Worſhip ! Let 
not our Hearts envy Sinners ; but 
may 


* The Words included in Crotchets, [Chil- 
dren] [Relations] are to be left out, when there 
are none ſuch in the Family as they may be 
allo added, ar pleaſure, in all the other Prayers, 
where the Circumſtances of the Family will ad- 
mit of it. All ſuch Particulars muſt be left to 
common Senſe and Diſcretion : And there can 
be no Form fo drawn up, but that it muſt leave 
Room for the Perſon who uſes it, to make it 
more his own, by inſerting what more particu- 
larly relates to Himſelf, and the Circumſtances 
of his own Family. 
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may we be in the Fear of the Lord 
all the Day long | And, thus be- 
having through the Day, may we 
return to our Worſhip in the Even- 
ing with increaſing Pleaſure |! 

And may the Words of our 
Mouths, and the Meditations of our 
Hearts, be now, and at all Times, 
accepted of Thee, O Lord, Our 
Strength, and Our Redeemer, through 
Jeſus Chriſt ! In whoſe Name and 


Words we ſum up our Imperfect Pe- 
titions ; humbly calling Thee 


Our Father, who art in heaven : 


Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in 


Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 


this Day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 


lead us not into Temptation; but de- 


liver us from Evil. For thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Evening. 


OST Blefled, and Glorious 
Lord ! Thou art the King 
Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the 
Only Wiſe God ! the Bleſſed and 
Only Potentate, who dwelleſt in that 
Light to which rio Man can approach, 
whom no Man hath ſeen, or can 
ſee; To whom be all Honour and 
Power Everlaſting ! 

Though Thou art the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteſt Eternity, 
yet to this Man wilt Thou look, who 
is of a humble and contrite Spirit, 
and that trembles at Thy Word; to 
revive the Spirit of the Humble, and 
to refreſh the heart of the Contrite 
One]! We deſire to bring with us, 
-now, that humble and contrite Frame 
and Temper, that our Prayers and 
Supplications may be acceptable to 
Thee through Jeſus Chriſt, our Me- 
diator and Redeemer. | 

H +. 
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We bleſs Thee for appointing ſuch 
a way of Acceſs to Thee | That when 
we could not preſume to ſtand before 
Thee on the Foot of a Covenant of 
Innocence, we may approach Thee, 
with Comfort and Joy, upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, which 
is ratified and confirmed by the Blood 
of Jeſus! For his ſake, O Merciful 
_- God, hear and accept our Evening 
Worſhip, and continue Thy Grace 
and Favour to us! 
Me are come at the cloſe of ano- 
ther Day, to adore that Goodneſs 
which has followed us from the 
Morning until the Evening | 
Senſible of our Frailty, and the 
need we have of Thy conſtant Prote- 


ction and Support, we committed Our- 


ſelves to Thee in the Morning ; not 
knowing what a Day .might bring 
forth to any of us. And having 


been watched over in our going out 


and coming in, and paſſed ſafe, and 


eaſy, and Wy _— the 


Day; 
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Day; we appear, as grateful Dependants 
on Thy conſtant Fatherly Care and 
Kindneſs, again to bleſs Thy Name ! 
Bleſs the Lord, O our Souls, and 
let all that is within us bleſs his Holy 
Name ! Bleſs the Lord, O our Souls, 
and may we never forget his Daily 
Benefits 
When we reflect on our own Be- 
haviour, how juſtly might it be ex- 
pected, that it ſhould have been in 
ſome meaſure anſwerable to all the 
Mercy and Goodneſs received from 
Thee ? But alas, we have reaſon to 
be filled with Concern and Shame 
for our manifold Failings and Follies | 
How many Imperfections and 
Frailties ſtill attend us, through 
which we are too often drawn aſide ! 
How forgetful are we of Thy Love 
and Goodneſs! How little ſenſible 
of our increaſing Obligations to Thee! 
How vain are our Thoughts | How 
Irregular our Aﬀections | How loud 
and impartunate the Deſires and A p- 
| 3 _ - pete 
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petites of the Animal Nature ! And 
how little, if any, Improvement of 
our Time, and Talents, and yarious 
Advantages | We humble Ourſelves 
now, at Thy Footſtool, O Lord, and 
aſk for renewed Pardon, and the 
Continuance of Thy never- failing 
Compaſſions to us, through our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt | 
In whatſoever Inſtances we have 
behaved too much like thoſe who 
live without God in the World ; if 
we have taken any indecent or un- 
becoming Liberties this Day, or walk- 
ed in any reſpects careleſs and un- 
watchful, ſo as to expoſe Ourſelves 
to the Temptations of Life, to the 
Reproach of the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion, or the juſt Cenſure of its 
beſt Friends; Lord forgive us! For- 
give, WE beſeech Thee, our Negli- 
cence, our Inattention, and heedleſs, 
faulty Conduct 
Me moſt earneſtly defire, and 
pray for a greater Fixedneſs of Heart, 
and 
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and Steadineſs in Thy Ways !—And 


are determined, by Thy Grace, to 
labour after ſuch a Temper ; and to 
bring our Souls, and Lives, more 
habitually under the Influence of 
our moſt Holy Rehgion. 

To this end do Thou, O Lord, 
increaſe our Faith, that it may be 
a living, powerful Principle of Action! 
And do not withdraw, or ſuſpend, 
the Influences of Thy Good Spirit, 
but continue them to aſſiſt our En- 
deavours, and help our manifold In- 
firmities; that our Souls being quick 
ened, guided, and ſtrengthened there- 
by, our future Days may be ſpent 
more to the Honour of Thy Great 
and Holy Name, and the Credit of 
our Holy Profeſſion; more in Imi- 
tation of our Great Maſter, who 
went about doing Good; and ſo 
more to our own Peace and Comfort 
upon ſerious Reflection 

From henceforward may we be 
more diligent in doing that Work 

which 
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which Thou haſt ſent us into the 
World to do, while the Day of Lite, 
and our Capacities and Opportuni- 


ties are continued to us; leſt, as 


one Night after another brings us 
nearer to our laſt, the Night of Death 
ſhould overtake us unprepared. We 
dread, above all things, this Surprize ! 

God forbid that, after all the Glo- 
rious Light which is come into the 


World, and has ſo long ſhone upon 


us, we ſhould love Darkneſs rather 


than Light, becauſe our Deeds are 


evil, and then fink down to the 
Regions of Eternal Darkneſs ! 
With the returning Worſhip of 


our Houſhold, we renew our Sup- 


plications to Thee, the Father of all 
the Families of the Earth, for the 
real Welfare, and. trueſt Happineſs 
of them all. God be merciful to 
all our Fellow-Creatures, and bleſs 
them ! May Thy Ways be known on 
the Earth, Thy ſaving Health among 
all Nations | That ſo all the People 


may 
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may know, and worſhip, and praiſe 
Thee, O Lord, the One only living 
and true God, through the One 
Mediator Jeſus Chrift ! Yea, thus, 
let all the People praiſe Thee! And 
haſten, we beſeech Thee, that Happy 
Time, when all Corruptions ſhall be 
thoroughly purged from the Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and when every 
Profeſſor of it ſhall reform his own 
Practice 

Bleſs, in a particular manner, O 
Lord, our Native Land! And may 
our King and his Family be the con- 
ſtant Charge of a Kind and Watch- 
ful Providence, Bleſſings to the Na- 
tion, and the Happy Inſtruments in 
Thine Hand, of maintaining and 
continuing our Religious and Civil 
Liberties | | 

Bleſs all in Public Stations; may 
they have Capacities and Integrity 


equal to them, and become Public, 
Extenſive Bleſſings to the Commu- 


nity ! 
Succeed, 
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Succeed, we pray Thee, all Goſpel 
Miniſtrations ! May all that are ſin- 
cere and upright in their Service be 
owned, encouraged, and accepted by 
the Great Lord of the Harveſt! 

Graciouſly, O Lord, regard all 
that are near and dear to us in the 
Bonds of Nature and Friendſhip! And 
_ compaſſionate every Family in Po- 
verty, Affliction, and Diſtreſs ; and, 
out of Thine Infinite Goodneſs and 
Mercy, ſupply the Wants, and re- 
lieve the Neceſſities and Troubles of 
Thy poor, trail, dependent Crea- 
tures | 

Accept now, O Lord, we entreat 
Thee, our Evening Prayer and Praiſe! 
And continue Thy Care and Pro- 
tection over this Habitation, and 
every Member of it the following 
Night! We are never ſafe, except 
Thou, O God, keepeſt us ; but with 
Thee we ſhall be ſecure ! May we 
lye down and be refreſhed with quiet 
Sleep, and ariſe in the Morning re- 
Joicing 
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Joicing in Thy Love, and diſpoſed 
more chearfully and thankfully to 
ſerve, and obey Thee l And may 
our Perſons and Services be accepted 
of Thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and Advocate | 


And now may the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the Love of 
God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all! Amen. 
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A Prayer for Wedneſday Morning. 


LESSED and Glorious, Good 
and Gracious Lord, our God | 
Thou art the Lord, the Creator of 
the Ends of the Earth, who fainteſt 
not, neither art Thou weary | We 
adore Thee as our Almighty Creator, 


as our Conſtant and Kind Preſerver, 


and our Never-failing Generous Be- 
nefactor ! 


Thou art our Life, and the Length 


of our Days; and all the Changes 
of Time and Nature, the Returns of 


Day and Night, Evening and Morn- 
ing, proclaim Thy Faithfulneſs, and 
never-failing Goodneſs ! _ 

It is owing to Thy Kind Provi- 
dence alone, that we are kept ſafe 
through the Watches of the laſt 
Night ; and that we are all a Family 
in health at Thy Footſtool this Morn- 
ing. Our Habitation, our frail Bo- 
dies, have been Mercifully preſerved 


from 
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from every Attempt, Sickneſs, and 
Danger; and here we are, through 
Thy Tender Compaſſions, with the 
Comforts and Bleſſings of Life about 
us! 

We would love and magnify Thee, 
O Lord, our God, and ſtudy the 
moſt proper Returns of Gratitude! 
What Obligations are we under to 
Thee, O Lord, for all Thy Mer- 
cies, and for the additional Favour 
of the laſt Refreſhing Night? 

We would again devote Ourſelves, 
and all we have, to Thee, for the 
returning Day, and for the whole of 
our Continuance in Life ! Thine we 
are by all Engagements; and Thee 
we ever defire to ſerve ! 

But who, or what are we, that 
Thou ſhouldeſt accept an Offering at 
our hands? As merely Thy CG 
we are not beneath the Notice of an 
All-wiſe and Good Creator : But as 
Sinners, who have broken Thy Holy 
Law, and, with our Reaſon and Un- 

1 2 derſtand- 
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derſtanding about us, offended Thee, 
we may well fear, leſt He who made 
us would not have Mercy on us, and 
He that formed us ſhew us no Fa- 
vour | 

But bleſſed be Thy Name, there 
is Hope in our Caſe | Through Jefus 
Chriſt, the Son of Thy Love, we 
may approach Thee, and be accepted 
For his Sake, draw nigh to us, O 
Lord, we beſeech Thee, and bleſs 
us! Cauſe Thy Face to ſhine upon 
us, and thus ſhew us that our Ini- 
quities are forgiven, Renew Thy 
Pardoning Mercy to us, according 
to the Riches of Thy Grace in Him ; 
and our Sins and our Iniquities re- 
member no more 

We hope it is our Deſire to be 
the Lord's: To live more to Thine 
Honour, and to improve our remain- 
ing Time more to the Purpoſes of Thy 
Glory, and our own Advancement 
in the Chriſtian Life. We are con- 
convinced that ſuch a Behaviour is 


moſt 
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moſt agreeable to our Reaſonable Na- 


ture, and to Thy juſt Expectations 
from us. Henceforth, therefore, are 
we reſolved to paſs the remaining 
Days of our Sojourning here in Thy 
Fear, and to walk more exactly ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Goſpel. 

To this end, we beſeech Thee, O 
Lord, to aſſiſt us by Thy Holy Spi- 
rit | Guide us into the Way of Truth ; 
enable us continually to walk in it, 
and lead us on, in it, to Life Ever- 
laſting |! 

To whom ſhould we go, but to 
Thee ? What Rule ſhould we follow, 
but Thine, which will lead us ſtrait 
to Happineſs ? And whoſe Example 
ſhould we copy after, but that of 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, who came into 
this World, and wore our Nature, 
to teach us how to live in it, and 
how to die out of it in the manner 
that will be moſt acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to Thee? 


We 
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We thank Thee, O Heavenly Fa- 

ther, for that perfect Rule given us 
in Thy Goſpel | For that bright Ex- 
ample which Thine own Son, who 
publiſhed this Rule, has ſet us]! We 
are ambitious of following, this Great 
Captain of our Salvation through 
Life, and to have the ſame Mind 
in us which was in him. 
Grant, that henceforward the Life 
we ſhall live in the Fleſh may be by 
the Faith of the Son of God | May 
we be more entirely ſubject to his 
Laws, guided by his Spirit, ſupported 
through all the Changes and Temp- 
tations of Life by the Promiſes of 
his Goſpel, and deterred from every 
Sin by the Threatnings of it! And 
may every Motive have its due In- 
fluence upon us, that we may per- 
ſevere in Holineſs, till we ſhall come 
ſaſe to the Heavenly World! 

We commit Ourſelves, as a Fa- 
mily, to Thy Care, for the follow- 
ing Day, not knowing what it may 

bring 
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bring forth. We defire to ſet Thee, 
the Lord, always before us, in our 
Buſineſs, in our Diverſions, and in 
all our Conduct; and pray, that we 
may be enabled to act agreeably to our 
increaſing Obligations, and our re- 


ted Promiſes | Suffer us not to 
forget Ourſelves; nor by any ſinful 


Indulgencies to contradict our Prayers, 


and ſo make work for bitter Repen- 


tance | 


Proſper, we beſeech Thee, all dune 
lawful Undertakings ; provide for oui 


Daily Returning Wants : Bleſs Thy 
Servants, and keep us from Evil, that 


it may not ſorely grieve us ; for Thy 


Mercy and Goodneſs fake | 


| Look down, O Lord, with a com- 
paſſionate Eye on all the Inhabitants 
of this Earth ! Let the Ignorant, Ido- 
latrous Part of Mankind, be enlight- 
ened with the Light of the Goſpel, 
to give them the Knowledge of Thee, 
the Only true God in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Bleſs 


"y 
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Bleſs our Nations in particular; 
Let our King and his Family be the 
peculiar Care of Thy Kind Provi- 
dence. And may the Throne of our 
Sovereign and his Houſe be built 
up, and eftabliſhed before Thee for 
ever 

Over-rule all Affairs of State, O 
Thou Great and Infinitely Wiſe Go- 
ver nor among the Nations, ſo as ſhall 


tend to ſtrengthen the Reformed Re- 


ligion, and ſecure to us and our 
Poſterity, our Religious and Civil 
Liberties ! 

May thoſe who are Miniſters of 
Religion, and employed in the Ser- 
vice of Immortal Souls, be ſucceeded 
and bleſſed wherever they labour. 
And O Thou Great Lord of the 
Harveſt, from Time to Time, ſend 
forth more Labourers into Thy Vine- 
yard : And may the Pleaſure of 


the Lord m—_ proſper in their 
Hands | 


To 
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To Thee we again recommend 
Ourſelves, and every Member of our 
Family, defiring above all things to 
be Thy People, and humbly praying 
Thou wouldeſt be our God: 

\ To Thee we recommend the Fa- 
milies of our Friends, and all that 
are in Affliction and Diſtreſs. Do 
Thou the Kind Compaſſionate Father 
be merciful to them all ! Supply their 


Wants, heal their Sicknefles, and 


viſit them with Thy Grace! 
Hear, we beſeech Thee, theſe our 
Prayers, and accept of our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord : In whoſe prevail- 
ing Name and Words we ſum up 


our Petitions ; humbly calling Thee 


Our Father, who art in Heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 


this Day our daily bread. And for- 


give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
1 them 
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them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into Temptation; but de- 
liver us from Evil. For thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Wedneſday Evening, 


LORD, our God ! Thou art 
the Infinite and Eternal Ma- 
jeſty; the Unchangeable Jehovah, 
to whom the Night ſhineth as the 
Day, and the Darkneſs and the Light 
are both alike! 

There is no Darkneſs, nor Shadow 
of Death, where the Workers of Ini- 
quity may hide themſelves from Thy 
Preſence ; neither is there any Crea- 
ture that is not manifeſt in Thy Sight: 
For all things are naked and open 
before the Eyes of that God with 
whom we have to do | Thou know- 
eſt the very Secrets of our Hearts, 
and underſtandeſt even our Thou ghts 


afar off | 


We adore Thee as the Only Wiſe 
and All-knowing God | And would 
come into Thy Preſence with that 
Awe and Reverence which becomes 
ſuch Creatures as are under Thy con- 
K 2 ſtant 


68 The Family Prayer- Bool. 


ſtant Notice and InſpeQion ; and 
with ſuch Diſpoſitions as That God 
requires, who trieth the Heart, and 
has Pleaſure in Uprightneſs. And 
while we are thus waiting on Thee, 
hear Thou in Heaven, the Habita- 
tion of Thy Holineſs and Glory; 
and when Thou heareſt, forgive, and 
hearken, and do, and defer not the 
Bleſſing, for Thine own Name, and 
Mercy's ſake, O Lord 

At the Cloſe of another Day we 
are come to preſent our Family-Wor- 
{hip at Thy Footſtool; and to ac- 
knowledge Thy Goodneſs through 
every = of 4 Day | We —_ 
eſteem this Service not only our Duty, 
but our unſpeakable Privilege | Hap- 
py is it for us, that we may thus 
make known and recommend our 
Prayers,. and Supplications, and va- 
rious Wants, to Thee in the Heavens; 
and may hope thus to ſecure Thing 

Allſiance, Guidance, and Bleſſing! | 


The 
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The Day is Thine, O Lord, the 


Night alſo is Thine ! Thou haſt pre- 


pared the Light and the Sun; and 
Thou haſt appointed the Moon for 
Seaſons, and the Sun to know, and 
keep, the Time of its going down. 

Thou haſt ordained the Day to 
Man, for Work and Labour, and 
the Night for his Repoſe and Reſt. 
When the Sun ariſeth, Man goeth 
forth unto his Work, and unto his 
Labour, until the Evening. And 
when the Shadows of the Evening 


ſtretch themſelves over the Earth, 


and Thou makeſt Darkneſs that it 
is Night, the Children of Men re- 
turn, and gather themſelves toge- 
ther in their Dwellings for Security 
and peaceful Slumbers. And Thine 
ever wakeful Eye is their Safety and 
Protection : 

It is Thine Hand, O Lord ! though 
unſeen, and that alone, that has led 
us through another Day. Thy Pro- 
vidence has watched over us in our 


going 
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going out, and coming in, preſerved 
our Health, and delivered us from 
every Danger and Evil | Thy Bounty 
has ſupplied our returning Wants, 
ſpread our Table, filled our Cup, 
and our Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs ; and Thy conſtant never-failing 
Goodneſs crowns this Evening | 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with His Benefits, even 
the God of our Salvation ! It is of 
the Lord's Mercies, that we are not 
conſumed, and becauſe his Compaſ- 
fions fail not; they are new every 
Morning, and freſh e 
great is Thy Faithfulneſs ! 
But, though Thou art ſo Kind, 
and Good, and Beuntiful to us, yet 
how unequal, how unſuitable, are 
our Returns to Thee? With our Re- 
flections on every Day, we find too 
juſt Cauſe for renewing our Humi- 
lation and Repentanee ! If we are 
free from groſs, and wilful Sins, yet 
frequent are our Failings; and in 
; how 


Evening * 
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how many leſſer Inſtances are we too 


apt to offend | How irregular our 


Tempers | How earthly our Aﬀecti- 
ons | How eager our Deſires and 
Perſuits after worldly Good] And 
how negligent are we about that 
Great and moſt Important Work, for 
which we were ſent into the World! 

Lord, forgive us all our Sins, Neg- 
ligences, and Follies! And may we 
lye down to Reſt pardoned and ac- 
cepted through Jeſus Chriſt, and fo 
in Peace and Comfort. 

We commit Ourſelves to Thy Care 
for the Night enſuing: And pray 
that, as we have hitherto been helped 
and preſerved of Thee, our God, 
we may ſtill be compaſſed with Thy 
Protection and Favour, as with a 
Shield | Let our fatigued Natures be 
refreſhed with eaſy and quiet Sleep. 
Let not Sickneſs render the Night 
uncomfortable, nor any Terrors make 
us afraid. Keep off from us, we 
beſcech Thee, the Sons of Violence, 


and 
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and devouring Flames | And may 
we ariſe in the Morning with re- 
cruited Strength and Vigour, in full 
Capacities of Body and Mind for the 
Duties and derer of Life, and with 
Hearts and Inclinations to improve 
them 

And be with us, O Lord, through 
all the remaining Time of our agen 
tinuance in this World! May w 
always bear about in our Minds 4 
Apprehenſion that we are made fot 
an Everlaſting State ; and ſhew that 
we do really believe this Important 
Truth, by preferring thoſe Things 
which are eternal, to thoſe which 
are only ſeen ad temporary; ; that 


it may appear we are in earneſt pre- 


paring for it! 


We are ſenſible we have many 


Enemies that oppoſe our Spiritual 
Welfare, and that we are incom- 
paſſed with Infirmities and Tempta- 
tions. And therefore we pray Thee, 
O Heavenly Father, not to leave us 


to 


to Ourſelves, nor ſuffer us to be 
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overcome by them! But aſſiſt us, 
by Thy Good Spirit, to go on, and 
continue in the Way of Faith and 
Holineſs to the End. And may we 
then be ſo happy, as to receive the 
End of our Faith, even {the Salva- 
tion of our Souls ! 

May we take Thy Word for our 
Rule and Guide, be ſteady in the 
Practice of all that Thou requireſt 
of us; and ſo may we enjoy that 
Peace and Satisfaction of Mind, which 
is only the Effect of a Conſcience 
void * Offence towards God, and 
towards all Men. Guide us by Thy 


' Counſel, and afterwards receive us 


to Thy Glory | 

We pray not for Ourſelves only, 
but for others; for all our Fellow- 
Creatures, that they may become 
our Fellow-Chriſtians. O ſuffer them 
no longer to remain in one continued 


Night of Darkneſs, Ignorance, and 
L Super- 
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Superſtition; but may the Day-ſpring 
from en High viſit them 

Where Thy Goſpel is profeſſed, 
may the Bleſſed Fruits of that Pro- 
feſſion appear! And let the Mini- 
ſtrations of it in this Nation be ac- 
companied with the Bleſſing of that 
God who gives the Succeſs and In- 
creaſe | May Sinners be converted to 
Holineſs and Virtue by the Preach- 
ing of this Goſpel, and may Good 
Men be made better, and more eſta- 
bliſhed 'in the Ways of Righteouſ- 
neſs ; may the Fickle and Inconſtant 
become fixed and ſteady ; the Feeble- 
minded ftrengthened ; and thoſe who 
are already improving, learn to fol- 
low on, that they may ſtill Eno 
the Lord! | 

Grant, O Lord, that our Civil 
Governors, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, may always partake of Thy 
Counſel and Direction]! May our 
King be wiſe, as an Angel of God, 


oy 


The Family Prayer-Book. 75 


to go out and in before this great 


People over whom Thy Providence 
has ſet him; may all his Family be 
bleſſed with every Good and Noble 
Qualification and Endowment: And 
may all concerned in the Manage- 
ment of the weighty Affairs of the 
Nation, be Men of a wiſe, and of 
underſtanding Heart; and ſteadily 
urſue ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall tend 
the Eſtabliſhment and Continu- 
of 2 ee, 
and Holineſs 
We earneſtly pray, that all Ours 
may be Thine] May each of them, 
in every Relation and Station of Life, 
find their Wants ſupplied by Thy 
Kind Providence, and their Souls 
enriched by Thy Grace | 
Hear, we beſeech Thee, O Mer- 
ciful God, our Prayers for them, 
and the Prayers of others for us, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Great and 
Common Lord and Interceſſor, in 
L 2 whom 
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| whom we deſire to be found; and 

who is over all, God Bleſſed for ever- 
more | Amen. 

| 


; 
| 
: ä 
ö | 
1 | 
| 
2 
2 
| 
ö 
1 . 
| 5 | 
j 
| 
| 
4 * 
: 
| 4 
1 * 
i | 
y 


The Family Prayer-Book. 77 
A Prayer for Thurſday Morning. 


LESS the Lord, O our Souls! 
O Lord, our God, Thou art 
very Great, Thou art clothed with _ 
Honour and Majeſty | Thou covereſt 
Thyſelf with Light, as with a Gar- 
ment | Thou ſtretchedſt out the 
Heavens like a Curtain ! Thou haſt 
laid the Foundations of the-Earth, 
that they ſhould not be moved 
The World is Thine, O Lord, 
and the Fulneſs thereof] Thou haſt 
founded it on the Seas, and eftabliſh- 
ed it upon the Floods : And all that 
dwell, not only on this Earth, but 
in all Places of Thy Boundleſs Do- 
minions, are Thine ; the Creatures 
of Thy Power, the Children of Thy 
Providence, and the Subjects of Thy 
Government | 
We, who are a {mall Part of Thy 
Family on Earth, are met together, 
with the Return of another Day, 


to 
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to adore and magnify, to bleſs and 
praiſe Thy Holy Name ! For, that 
Thy Name is near, Thy Wondrous 
Works, of Goodneſs and never-fail- 
ing Mercy, declare. We have lain 
us down on our Beds the laſt Night, 
and have ſlept, and are again awaked, 
the Living to praiſe Thee, becauſe 
Thou, O Lord, haſt ſuſtained us! 
Bleſſed be Thy Name, that Thou 
haſt been our Defence and our Re- 
fuge amidſt all the Dangers and 
Darkneſs of the Night; and haſt 
cauſed us once more to hear and fee 
Thy Loving-kindneſs in the Morn- 
ing ! | 
Our Voice, O Lord, ſhalt Thou 
hear alſo in the Morning ! We will 
ſpeak aloud of Thy Power, and of 
Thy Mercy; in the Morning will 
we direct our Prayer to Thee, _ 
will look up ! 
Thou art not a. God that haſt 
Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, neither ſhall 
Evil dwell with Thee. The Fooliſh 


ſhall 
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ſhall not ſtand in Thy Sight, with 
Acceptance; Thou hateſt all the 
Workers of Iniquity. But as for us, 
we will come into Thy Preſence in 
the Multitude of Thy Mercy ; and 
in Thy Fear will we preſent our 
ſolemn Worſhip to Thee in our 
Houſhold. We would waſh our 
Hands in Innocency ; ſo will we 
compaſs Thine Altar, O Lord 
Though our Iniquities have pre- 
vailed againſt us, and expoſed us to 
Thine Anger, and deſerved Puniſſ- 
ment; yet, ſince we are heartily 
ſorry for them, and unfeignedly re- 
new our Repentance; we pray earn- 
eſtly, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Redeemer, that as for all our 
Tranſgreſſions Thou wouldeſt purge 
them away, and renew to us Thy 
Pardoning Mercy 
Accept, we beſeech Thee, O Lord, 
of the freſh Surrender and Dedica- 
tion which we make of Ourſelves, 
and our Family, to Thee this Morn- 
ing, | 
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ing! We are not our on, but Thine. 
Thou haſt made us, Thou haſt con- 
tinually watched over and preſerved 
us; and Thou haſt bought us with 
a Price, even the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Ble- 
miſh, and without Spot; Thine we 
are therefore, and Thee will we ſerve 
as long as we live, we will praiſe 
Thee as long as we have our Beings | 

We commit Ourſelves, and all 
belonging to us, to Thy ſpecial Care, 
Protection, and Guidance, through 
the whole of this Day. 

We are entring on a Day of Bu- 
{ineſs : Be with us, O Lord, in all 
our honeſt and lawful Undertakings ; 
enable us to be diligent, upright, 
and faithful, in our ſeveral Employ- 
ments and Stations]! Let not our 
Hearts envy Sinners, but may we 
be in the Fear of the Lord all the 
Pay long. And do Thou, who 
art wonderful in Counſel, and ex- 
cellent in Working, give to us that 


Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom which is profitable to dire& 
us in our Affairs, and crown all with 
Thy Bleſſing which alone can give 
Succeſs and Increaſe, and which ad- 
deth no Sorrow with it | 

We are entring on another Day 
of common Service and Uſefulneſs in 
Life: Teach us to employ our Ta- 
lents and Capacities more and more 
for Thy Honour, and to the Benefit 
of Mankind. May. we more habi- 
tually glorify Thee in Body and in 
Spirit, which are Thine! 

We are entring on another Day 
of Trial: Help us, O Lord, we 
beſeech Thee, to acquit Ourſelves 
well, through the whole of it. That 
our own Hearts may not reproach, 
or condemn us for any ill Conduct 
at the Cloſe ; and that ſo we may 
with Confidence preſent our Evening 
| Worſhip to Thee, O God, who art 
greater than our Hearts, wa know- 


eſt all things! 


M And 
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And to this end grant, that no 
Temptation may befall ns, but ſuch 
as is common to Human Nature; 
and do Thou find out a Way for our 
Eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
it | 

We are entring on another Day 
of Care, and quite ignorant about 
the Events of it: But, known unto 
God are all its Events; they are 
under Thy Direction, and entirely 
ſubject to Thy Controul Help us, 
that we be over-careful for nothing. 
It it be Thy Will, grant, O Lord, 
that we may paſs the Day favour- 
ably, and in a comfortable Manner. 
However, this we pray of Thee, 
that whatever may be our Lot, we 
may, in Patience and Thankfulneſs, 
poſſeſs our Souls; and have the Peace 
of God, which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding, to keep our Hearts and 
Minds by Chriſt Jeſus ! 

We are entring on another Day, 

which ſtill brings us ſo much nearer 
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to our Laſt Day, and to an awful 


unchangeable Eternity that ſhall ſuc- 
ceed it: - O Lord, ſo teach us to 
number our Days, that we may, the 
more effectually, apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom ! We deſire to be found 
diſcharging the Duty of every Day 
in the Seaſon thereof ; and thus would 
we wait all the Days of our appoint- 
ed Time, till our Change comes 
May all the Families of Mankind, 
be taught to know and acknowledge 
the fame God, and Mediator with 
us | And that they may do fo, we 
pray, O Lord, that they may be 
enlightened with the Light of Lite ; 
That Light which, ſhining upon a 
dark apoſtate World, bringeth Life 
and Salvation in its Beams !— And 
may that Happy Time come when 
Jeſus, whom we receive as the Meſ- 
Hah, the Chriſt of God, ſhall be, 
in the fulleſt Manner, a Light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory 


pf all the People of Ifrael! 


M 2 God 
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God grant, that We in theſe Na- 


tions, who have ſo long enjoyed the 


bright ſhining of the Sun of Right- 
eouſneſs upon us, may be every Day 
more careful to walk as becomes the 
Children of the Light and of the 
Day, leſt Darkneſs come upon us 
at unawares | 

To this Purpoſe may all our 
Princes and Rulers be taught of Thee, 
and may they all learn ſo to know, 
as to obey Thee! Give the King 
Thy Judgments, O God, and ITY 


Righteouſneſs to the King s Sons! 


Bleſs His Majeſty King GEoRGE, in 
His Perſon, in His Family, in His 
Council, in His Parliament and their 
Determinations, in all His Alliances; 
and in His Fleets and Arms, that 
they may be always employed for 
the Security of His Crown and People, 
and for bringing their Enemies into 
a due and humble Subjection. 
Succeed, we pray Thee, O Lord, 
all the Endeavours of Thy Faithful 


i 
| 
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Miniſters! May Thy Prieſts be all 
clothed with Righteouſneſs, that thoſe 
who attend on their Miniſtrations, 
may pay a greater Regard to their 
Inſtructions ; and all Thy People 
may ſhout aloud for Joy. 

We cannot forget our Friends and 
Relations, when we are aſking for 
Mercy and Favour of God for Our- 
ſelves; nor would we overlook, or 
paſs by our Enemies. May our Ene- 
mies become Thy Friends, and Ours ! 
And mayall ourRelationsand Friends, 
be truly and ſincerely Religious, and 
ſo Partners with us in the ſame Faith 
and Hope, and Joy of the Goſpel, 
as well as dear to us on other Ac- 
counts | 

And now, O Lord, hear, accept, 
and bleſs us for the Sake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, through whom we humbly 
call Thee 


Our Father, who art in Heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom 


W 


86 The Family Prayer-Book. 

dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this Day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into Temptation ; but de- 
liver us from Evil. For thine is the 


Kingdom, and the Power, and the 


Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Thurſday Evening. 


LORD, our God, how ex- 
cellent is Thy Name in all the 
Earth ! who haſt ſet Thy Glory above 
the Heavens | 

When we conſider Thy Heavens, 
the Work of Thy Fingers, the Moon 
and the Stars which Thou haſt or- 
dained ; Lord! What is Man that 
Thou art mindful of him ? Or the 
Son of Man that Thou viſiteſt him? 
For Thou haſt made him but a little 
lower than the Angels, and haſt 
crowned him with Glory and Ho- 


. nour| 


What are we, O Lord ! and what 
is all our Houſe, fo little a Part of 
Thy Creation | that inſtead of being 
overlooked or loſt amidſt the Immen- 
ſity of Thy Works, we are as much 
the Objects of Thy Care, and the 
Charge of Thy Kind Providence, as 
if we were the only Creatures of Thy 

Power ? 
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Power? How aſtoniſhing that Al- 
mighty Power, by which Thou didſt 
at firſt create, and art thus for ever able 
to uphold, maintain, and ſupport, a 
Univerſe of Beings ! How ſurprizing 
that Knowledge and Wiſdom that 
reaches to all the Caſes and Circum- 
ſtances of an Infinite Variety of Crea- 
tures | How large and munificent that 
Bounty that ſupplies all their Return- 
ing Wants; that opens its Hand, and 
ſatisfies the Defires of every Living 
Thing ! And how great is Thy Good- 
neſs, O Lord, and Thy Tender Mer- 
cies, which are over all Thy Works | 
It is owing to the conſtant, never- 
failing Diſplay of this Goodneſs and 
Tender Mercy of Thine, O Lord, 
that we Sinners are yet ſpared to 
compaſs Thy Throne of Grace, in- 
ſtead of being trembling Criminals 
at Thy Bar of Judgment | Hadſt 
Thou dealt with us as our Iniquities 
have deſerved, we had not now been 
a Family, worſhipping before Thee 
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in Comfort, and Hope; but had long 
ago been rendered the Monuments 
of Thy Diſpleaſure and Indignation, 
and ſunk into endleſs Ruin and De- 
ſpair. 

But Thou art not kiown to us 
as a God of Vengeance, by executing 
the moſt dreadful Judgments and 
Puniſhment upon us; but as a God 
ready to pardon, and not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance, and be 
happy in Thy Favour | Thou art 
made known to us in Thy Word in 
this moſt enga manner: As a 
God that kalt ſo > rcd the World, 
that Thou haſt not ſpared Thine 
Only-begotten Son, but ſent Him 
into the World, and given Him to 
die for us all ; that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in Him ſhould not periſh, 
but have Everlaſting Lite | 
O Lord, we believe, help Thou 
our Unbelief! We believe in Jeſus 
Chrift, whom Thou haſt ſet forth 
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in the Goſpel as a Propitiation, and 
as a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
* N and Remiſſion of Sins. 

And we deſire more thoroughly to 
approve Ourſelves ſincere, unfeigned 
Penitents, that we may obtain, thro 
Him, Pardon, Ju lied, and Eter- 
nal Liſe. 

Whatever has been aa in our 
Te emper and Conduct, in our Beha- 
viour land Converſation, through the 
Day paſt, in particular, we beſeech 
Thee, to overlook and forgive; and 
graciouſly accept and bleſs us this 
Night. For to Thee, O Lord, would 
we devote Ourſelves, and our whole 
Houſhald, in the moſt n and 
humble Manner 

Wbile the Beaſts of? the; F el 
n themſelves together, 
lay them down to reſt at * 
not knowing Thee, nor conſcious of 
the God that formeth the Light, or 
creates Darkneſs on the Earth; the 
Families of Men ought to know, 
f . acknow- 
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acknowledge, and adore Thee: They 
ought to bleſs Thee for Thy pal 
Protection, and, in a Way of Ratio- 

nal and Devout Suppe! im- 
plore it for the future. 


We bleſs and praiſe Thy Nam 


O Lord, together, for the additional 
Favours of the Day paſt! We have 
gone from the Morning until the 
Evening comfortably enjoying the 
Day-Light, and the Protection and 
Kindneſs of that God, who is the 
Fountain of Light through every 
Part of the Day |—Blefſed be Thy 
Name, that we have ſucceeded in 
our worldly Affairs, if the Labour 
of our Hands has been proſpered: | 
Bleſſed be our Kind Preſerver, if we 
have gone through another Day tree 
from Harm and Danger, and in Be. 
dily Health ? 

And eſpecially would we bleß 
Thee, if we have eſcaped any dnare 
and Temptation, or been enabled to 
overcome any irregular Appetites or 
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| Paſſions! If we have been kept from 
falling in a ſcandalous Manner, to 
the Only Wiſe God our Saviour, be 
the Praiſe 
Spare us, we befoeth: Thee, O 
Lord, to another Day; and Merci- 
fully guard and defend us through 
this Night! Bleſs to us our Slum- 
bers for our comfortable Refreſhment. 
Preſerve our Habitation from Harm, 
and every Kind of Evil. And grant, 
that in the Morning we may all awake 
in: Health and Renewed Vigour, 
and ariſe thankfully and chearfully 
diſpoſed to bleſs and praiſe Thee ; 
and determined to call upon Thee, 
and to live to Thee, as long as we 
net; .- 

And O that the Cloſe of every 
Gt Day which Thou ſhalt vouch- 
ſafe to afford us, may find us more 
diſengaged from the preſent World, 

and more attached to, and defirous 
after a Better | May we be dying 
_w to the Mg the Profits, 


and 
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and the Honours of this Life ; that 
ſo we may, when the Time ſhall 
come, die the more contentedly and 
decently out of it | May we glorify 


Thee on Earth, finiſh the Work Thou 
haſt given each of us to do; and 
then in Thine own due Time receive 
us to Thyſelf, to behold Thy Glory, 
and to be Everlaſting Partakers of 
it, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord | 
And with regard to the Time and 
Circumſtances of our Departure out 
of Life, with Submiſſion to Thy Will, 
0 Lord, we moſt humbly pray Thee, 
to all the Grace and Favour which 
Thou haſt ſhewed us all along in 
Life, to grant us this Requeſt | Not 
to remove us hence, but with all 
Advantage for Eternity; when we 
ſhall be in the beſt Preparation of 
Mind, and in the moſt Holy Conſti- 
tution of Soul, in a perfect Renun- 
ciation of the Guiſe of this mad and 
ſinful World; when we ſhall be en- 
tirely reſigned up unto Thee, when 


We 
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we have clear Acts of Faith in God 
tial Thoughts of Ther in our Minds, 


and enlarged and en flamed Affections 


towards Thee ! And at that awful 
Period, when we are to. enter the 
Conflict with the King of Terrors, 
aftord us, we beſeech Thee, O Lord; 
ſuch a Mighty Power and Preſence 
of Thy Good Spirit, that we may 
have ſolid Conſolation in Believing, 
and avoid all Conſternation of Mind; 


all Doubtfulneſs and Uncertainty con- 


cerning our Everlaſting Condition, 
and at length depart in the well- 


grounded Perſuaſion, that when we 


are abſent from the Body, we ſhall 
be preſent with the Lordi! 

- Thou haſt commanded, O Lord, 
that Prayers, Supplications, Interceſ- 
ſions, and Giving of Thanks, be 
offered up unto Thee for all Men! 


Grant, that all Men every where 


may come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, that they may not periſh in 


| Igno- 
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Ignorance, but be ſabed with Light 
and Salvation ] To this End may 
they all know and adore Thee, the 
One only Living and True God, 
through the One Mediator between 
God and Man, even Chriſt Jeſus! 
Particularly would we offer up to 
Thy Majeſty our Prayers and Sup- 
plications for our King, His Family, 
and all that are in Authority under 
Him; praying that we may all learn 
to E under His Government, quiet 
and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty |! 

Regard, we beſeech Thee, O Lord, 
the State and Intereſt of Religion 
among us! Reſtrain the Licentiouſ- 
nefs and abounding. Iniquity of the 


preſent Age! Help, Lord, for the 


Godly Man ceaſeth, for the Faithful 
greatly fail from among the Children 
of Men | It is Time for Thee to 
work, when Men make void Thy 
Law. Pour out a Spirit of Prayer 
and r upon the many Fa- 


milies 
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milies that call not on Thy Name, 


and live as without God in the 
World; that ſo each Houſhold being 
Reformed, à general Reformation 


may ſpread and be compleated 


And ſucceed all Endeavours to pro- 
mote the Cauſe of Practical Religion 
and Virtue. Eſpecially thoſe of Thy 
Faithful Miniſters! May they be 
Bleſſings and Ornaments to the 
Church: of Chriſt ; and may they 
be ſo happy, as to ſee the Number 
of the ſerious devout Members of it 
continually increaſing by their La- 
bours. And may every Honeſt and 
Good, and Religious Min;befirebgrts 
ened and encouraged in his Courſe, 
by that God, who is the Righteous 


Lord, who loveth Righteouſneſs, 
and whoſe u beholdeth 


the Upright | 

And now, O Lord; all our De- 
fires are before: Thee: and all our 
Meakneſſes and Wants are known to 


Thee]! Look upon us, Thy frail, 


weak, 
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weak, dependent Creatures, who 
have now once more preſented Our- 
ſelves and our Requeſts to Thy Ma- 
jeſty ; and who are humbly bold to 
put our Truſt under the Shadow of 

Thy Wings! Hear, we entreat Thee, 
our Prayers, accept our Thankſgiv- 
ings and Dedications, and bleſs us 
from Thy Mercy Seat, for the Sake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; through 
whom we offer all our Worſhip, and 
in whom Thou art always well- 


pleaſed | 


Now unto God only Wiſe, be 
Glory through Jeſus Chriſt for ever 
and ever! Amen. 
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A Prayer for Friday Morning. 


FF} OST Glorious and Eternal 
Majeſty ! Thou art the Moſt 
High God, Bleſſed for ever and ever! 
Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone! 
Thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven 
of Heavens, with all their Hoſt, .the 
Earth, and all Things that are there- 
in, the Seas, and all that is therein, 
and Thou preſerveſt them all ; and 
the Hoſt of Heaven worſhippeth 
Thee | 

While all Thy Works, O Lord, 
in all Places of Thy Dominion, praiſe 
Thee, Thy Reaſonable Creatures, 
Thy Saints, ſhall bleſs Thee] We 
_ defire with the greateſt Fervency of 
\ Spirit, and in the moſt devout and 
grateful Manner, to bleſs Thee, the 
Lord our God, for ever and ever ; 
and would join altogether, with 
one Heart and Voice, ſaying, Bleſſed 


be 


I 
L 
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be Thy Glorious Name, which is 
exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe 

Adored be that Power, and Care, 
and Goodneſs, to which we owe it 
that we appear before Thee another 
Morning, in Capacities for offering 
ſuch a Reaſonable Service to Thee 
When we conſider to what innume- 
rable Dangers we are expoſed, in our 
unguarded Hours, through all the 
Darkneſs of the Night, how many 
Circumſtances muſt concur to render 
one Night comfortable and refreſh- 
ing, and how much the ſoundeſt 
Sleep is the Image of Death; We are 
ſurprized with Pleaſure and Thank- 
fulneſs that we, and our Family, are 
{till with renewed Vigour alive to 
praiſe Thee 

How Precious are Thy Thoughts 
towards us, O God | How great is 
the Sum of them ! If we ſhould 
count them, they are more in Num- 
ber than the Sand :— When we lie 

O 2 "down, 
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down, and when we awake, we are 
{till with Thee ! 

How happy are our Circumſtances 
this Morning, in Compariſon with 
many of our Fellow-Creatures ? With 
how many has the Night paſt been 
their laſt Night, and they os ſlept 
the Sleep of Death, and ſhall no 
more behold the Light or the Sun ? 
And yet we are met together again, 
to ſee and taſte Thy Goodneſs in the 
Land of the Living ! To how many 
others has it been a Night of Pain 
and Weariſomeneſs, through great 
Bodily Afflictions? They have been 
full of Toſſings too and fro, until 
the Dawning of the Day; ſaying in 
the Evening, would to God it were 
Morning, and now in the Morning 
are wiſhing for the Evening again : 
While Thou haſt made our Beds eaſy 
to us, and ſhed upon us the ſweet, and 
quiet Sleep! How many others have 


had their Houſes diſturbed or broken 
up 
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up by wicked Men, or been alarmed 
by the Terrors of devouring Fire ? 
While we have laid Us down in 
Peace, and Sleep, no evil Tidings 
have come near us; for Thou Lord 
haſt made Us to dwell in Safety 

Bleſſed be God, even the God of 
our Salvation, to whom alone belong 
the Iſſues of Life and Death 

And now, O Merciful God, as 
Thou art thus one Day after another 
diſtinguiſhing us by Thy preſerving 
Care and Goodneſs, we deſire to di- 
ſtinguiſh Ourſelves henceforward by 
more lively and conſtant Returns of 
Gratitude, and Obedience | 

We are grieved, O Lord, at our 
Souls, when we think what unſuit- 
able Returns we have hitherto made 
Thee! How little of a ſhort Life 
has been devoted to, and ſpent for 
Thee, to whom it is all due, and 
even on Eternity, to be employed in 
Thy Praiſe ! How has a Life, ſuffi- 
ciently vain in itſelf, been rendered 

unſpeak- - 


102 The Family Prayer-Book. 

unſpeakably more vain, by our fickle, 
unſteady, fooliſh, and too often ſin- 
ful Conduct] How many of our 


Days have witneſſed to our Neglect 
and Forgetfulneſs of Thee, and our 
Duty, and to frequent Inſtances of 


Diſobedience to Thy Holy Laws and 
Commandments ! Lord, pardon and 
forgive us all our manifold Iniquities, 
our Violations of Thy Holy Law, 
our Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſ- 
fion ; the Miſcarriages and Follies, 
and the greater Tranſgreſſions of our 
Lives! We are aſhamed, and bluſh 

to lift up our Faces to Thee 
Thou mighteſt juſtly have cut us 
down long ago as Cumberers of the 
Ground, and have utterly deſtroyed 
us without Remedy; but Bleſſed be 
Thy Name, as yet there is Hope in 
our Caſe, and we are continued in 
a State of Trial and Probation ! We 
may yet rectify our paſt Errors and 
Failings ! Thoſe of us that have 
hitherto been unconcerned about our 
Souls, 
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i Souls, and have remained in a State 
| | of Folly and Diſobedience, may be- 
come truly Good ; and thoſe who 
are already Good, in ſome Degree, 
may grow ſtill better, and have freſh 
Time allowed us to improve 
But how long Thou wilt lengthen 
out this Time we know not! We 
are now in Health, and with Capa- 
cities for improving another Day to 
ſuch valuable and important Pur- 
poſes ; but we know not what this 
Day may bring forth, nor whether 
it may not be our laſt ! O how ſhould 
ſuch a Thought affect us! How 
ſhould it rouze and quicken our Souls 
F to an unwearied abounding Diligence 
in the Working out our Salvation: 
ſince the Time paſt of our Lives is 
more than ſufficient to have lived as 
we have done; and ſince either our 
Salvation, or our final Miſery and 
Deſtruction, are nearer and nearer 
every Day | O that we may now, 
after all our paſt Follies, be Wile ; 
| that 
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that we may truly underſtand theſe 
Things, and ſo conſider our latter 

End, as that we may be ready for 
it whenever it comes | 

And do Thou, O God of all 
Grace, ſo aſſiſt and help us by Thy 
Good and Holy Spirit, that we may 
be quickened to run on in the Way 
of Thy Commandments | Incline 
our Hearts unto Thy Teſtimonies, 
that we may perform them always, 
even unto the End ; and quicken us 
in Thy Way! We deſire to ſhew 
our Love to Thee, by abounding 
continually in that Way and Beha- 
viour, which Thy Word declares will 
be moſt acceptable and pleaſing to 
Thee! 

And may we be particularly de- 
ſirous of ſhewing our Love to that 
God whom we have not ſeen, bj 
our Love, and Acts of Kindneſs and 
Good-will to our Brother whom we 

have ſeen; and may our Benevo- 
lence extend itſelf even to our Ene- 
mies! 
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mies | That we may be the Children 


of our Father which is in Heaven, 
who cauſeth his Sun to riſe upon the 
Evil and upon the Good; and ſend- 
eth Rain upon the Juſt, and upon 
the Unjuſt: And that we may be 


the Imitators and Diſciples of the 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who went about doing 
Good, and died praying for his Ene- 
mies and Murderers! 

We would diſcover this Good-will 


and Regard to others by praying to 


God, the Kind and Good Father of 
all, for their Salvation and Happi- 
nels. 

Thou, O Lord, haſt made of one 
Blood all Nations of Men to dwell 
upon the Earth ; and haſt determined 
the Times afore appointed, and the 
Bounds of their Habitation, that they 
might ſeek after Thee, if haply they 
might find Thee: Tho' Thou art 
not far from every one of them, ſee- 
ing that in Thee they all live, and 
move, and have their Being! Never- 


P theleſs 


— — — Ye TT gn 


106 The Family Prayer-Book. 


theleſs, too great a Part of this Thy 
Family are inſenſible and ignorant 
of Thee | Their Underſtandings 
ate darkened, through the Igno- 
rance that is in them, becauſe of 
the Blindneſs of their Minds : So 
that they are without God, and 
without Chriſt, and without Hope 


in the World! 


But do Thou, O Almighty Lord! 
who didſt at firſt command the Light 
to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhine a- 
mong them by Thy Goſpel, to give 
the Light of the Glory of Thee, the 
Only true God, in the Face of Jeſus 
Chrift ! And may all the Deluſions 
and Impoſtures of Mahomet, and all 
the Superſtitions of Popery, be en- 
tirely done away, and never heard 
of any more for ever | And may all 


the Jews be converted to Chriſtianity, 
and ſo believe in that Jeſus, as the 


true Meſſiah, to whom Moſes and 
all their Prophets gave Witneſs ! 


We 
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We pray, in a particular manner, 
for all our Friends, Relations and 
Acquaintance, that they may be all 
the Friends of God, and Thy Chil- 
dren through Jeſus Chriſt ! Give 
them all that Thou knoweſt to be 
beſt for them in every State and Con- 
dition here, and make them Bleſſings 
to us, and to the World about them ; 
and may they inherit Eternal Bleſ- 

{ings in the Life which is to come 
Look in Mercy upon our Family, 
and Bleſs every one in it from the 
higheſt to the loweſt Station]! May 
[Parents and Children] Maſter and 
Servants, one Relation and another, 
know each their Duty, and perform 
it out of a Regard to God and Re- 
ligion, and a Deſire to promote Peace, 
and Order, and Happineſs, in the 

Houſhold as much as they can! 

Watch over us, O Thou Kind and 
Gracious Preſerver, throughout this 
Day! Defend us from all Evil both 

of Sin, and of Suffering and Diſtreſs ! 
$2 Help 
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Help us to walk circumſpectly in the 
World; and in all our Tranſactions, 
in all Company and Converſation, 
may we conſider that we are Chri- 
ſtians, and behave Ourſelves in ſuch 
a manner, as ſhall in no wiſe diſgrace 
our Character, or diſhonour our moſt 
Holy Profeſſion ! And may no me- 
lancholy Providence interrupt our 
comfortable Meeting together at the 
End of this Day, to ſhew forth Thy 
Mercy and Thy Faithfulneſs at Night! 
Hear, O Lord, we beſeech Thee, 
theſe our Supplications ! Forgive the 
Iniquity of our Holy Things, and 
fulfil the Deſires of our Souls, as 
Thou in Thine Infinite Wiſdom 
knoweſt will be moſt expedient for 
us, through Jeſus Chriſt our only 
Mediator and Interceſſor at Thy Right 
Hand : In whoſe prevailing Name, 
and comprehenſive Words, we con- 
clude our Prayers. 


Our 


The Family Prayer-Book. 109 
Our Father, who art in Heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done, as 
in Heaven, ſo in Earth. Give us 
Day by Day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our Sins; for we alſo for- 
give every one that is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil. Amen. 


l The Fomily Prayer. Bool. 
ol Prayer for Friday Evening. 


ALMIGHTY and Everlaſt- 
ing God ! Thou art the Crea- 
tor of the Heavens and of the Earth, 
and of all Things Viſible and Invi- 
fible ! Thou art the Father Almighty ! 
And Thou art the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Thine only Son, 
our Lord ; and in and through Him, 
the God of all Mercy, and Grace, 
and Conſolation ! 
As in Thine Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs Thou haſt diſcovered Thy 
ſelf to be God, reconciling a guilty 
World to T hyſelf through this Thy 
Son; and haſt by and through Him 
publiſhed and fixed the Method of 
Reconciliation; we adore Thy Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs | and admire how 
Thou haſt abounded towards the 
Children of Men in all Wiſdom and 
Prudence, and in all the Riches of 
Thy Grace | O the Depth of the 
Rache 
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Riches both of the Wiſdom and the 
Knowledge of God | How unſearch- 
able are Thy — and Thy 
Ways paſt finding out 

In this Happy Way of Thine Ap- 
pointment, do we Sinners, now O 
Lord, approach Thee! May our 
Prayer come up before Thee as In- 
cenſe, and the Lifting up of our 
Hands as the Evening Sacrifice | And 
may this Evening Worſhip and De- 
votion be acceptable in Thy Sight, 
O Lord, for the Sake of that Altar 
on which we preſent it, which Altar 
is Chriſt ! 

Bleſſed, for ever Bleſſed be Thy 
Name, O Thou never-failing Source 
of Goodneſs and Mercy, for the Pre- 
ſervation and Favours of another 
Day ! Bleſſed be God, that inſtead 
of being diſperſed and ſcattered by 
thoſe Evils to which every Day ex- 
poſes us, inſtead of being interrupted 
by Sickneſs and Troubles, inſtead of 
falling into irrecoverable Miſchief; 


no 
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no melancholy Providence prevents 
our Meeting together in a comfort- 
able manner -this Evening at Thy 
Footſtool ! 
And here we are calling upon our 
Souls to praiſe Thee, and ſaying, as 
with one Heart and Voice, Bleſſed 
be the Lord, who Daily loadeth us 
with his Benefits ; who has fed us 
with Food convenient for us, and 
continued to us our Daily Bleſſings ! 
Praiſed be the Name of the Lord! 
We will bleſs the Lord at all Times, 
his Praiſe ſhall continually be in our 
Mouths ; and not with our Lips only, 
but in our Hearts and Lives would 
we ſhew forth Thy Praiſe | 

Forgive us, gracious God, that 
our Hearts have been hitherto ſo little 
affected with Thy Goodneſs, and 
our Obligations to Thee ! Forgive 
us, that our Lives have fo ſeldom, 
and fo very little, expreſſed that be- 
coming Senſe we ought to have of 
* yur Expectations, and our own 
Due! | 
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Duty ! Forgive us, that when we 
have known our Duty, we have neg- 
leted to practiſe it; and eſpecially 
that we have ſo often acted directly 
contrary to it! Innumerable are our 
Offences, aggravated all our wiltul 
Sins, as committed againſt the cleareſt 
Light, and ſtrongeſt Love ! Lord, 
have Mercy upon us, for Chriſt's 


- Sake, miſerable Sinners | 


The Day paſt has witneſſed to 
Thy Mercies, and to our Follies and 
vain Conduct, if not to that which 
is notoriouſly wicked | A ſlight Re- 
view at the Cloſe of every Day will 
ſeriouſly convince us, how very de- 
fective we are, in Compariſon of 
what we might be | How much uit 
Reaſon for Complaint, that we leave 
undone the Things which ought to 
be done in their particular Day and 
Seaſon, and that we too often do the 
Things which ought not to be done 
Father, forgive us, tho we habe 
ſinned en Heaven, and before 
5 Q Thee; 
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Thee; and lay not our Sins to our 
Charge, but give us a comfortable 
Senſe of Thy Forgiveneſs | 
May we all lie down to Reſt this 
Night in Peace with God, as we de- 
fire to do in Peace and Love with 
all our Fellow-Creatures, and a moſt 
hearty Forgiveneſs of our Enemies | 
And thus may our Slumbers be re- 
freſhing, and our Awaking pleaſant 
with the Returning Morning. Keep 
off from us the Terrors of the Night 
of every Kind, and may Thy Pro- 
tection, O Lord be the Defence and 
Security both of us and our Dwell- 
ing | 

And O that, as the Shadows of 
one Evening after another are ſtretch- 
ing themſelves over us, we may be 
more ſteadily fi xed in ſerious Thought- 
fulneſs of, and Preparation for, the 
Night of Death, and the ſucceeding 
Day of Judgment! May we be, above 
all other things, concerned to ſtand 
9 in Thy Sight at that im- 


portant 
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portant Seaſon | Thy Word affures 
us, that when that awful Morning 
ſhall dawn, many ſhall wiſh to have 
lain ſtill in Everlaſting Night, and 
ſhall call to the Mountains and to 
the Rocks to fall on them, and hide 
them from the Face of Him that 


ſitteth on the Throne, and from the 


Wrath of the Lamb! For the great 
Day of his Wrath will then be come, 
and who may be able to ſtand |! 

And ſhall any in our Family in- 
creaſe this wretched deſpairing Num- 
ber? God forbid ! 

To prevent ſo diſmal an End, ei 
help us to examine ourſelves nuwi 


May we never be ſatisfied in any 


Courſe of Life, which will be found 
inconſiſtent with that Sincerity and 


Holineſs which the Goſpel requires, 


at Thy Tribunal! And O do Thou, 


Lord, ſtill more thoroughly ſearch 


and try us; fee if there be any wick- 
ed Way in us, diſcover it to us, re- 
claim us from it, and lead us in the 


Q 2 Way 
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Way to Life Everlaſting ! That fo 


when Day and Night {hall ceaſe, and 


this World be all in Flames: around 


us, we may lift up our Heads with 
Joy, as knowing that our Ned 
tion draws nigh | _ 

May all the Children of Men be- 
come acquainted with the Know- 
ledge of Thee, as the One only living 
and true God, who giveſt to all Life 
and Breath, and all things]! May the 
Heathen fear Thy Name, and all 
the Kindred of the Earth ſee Thy 
Glory ! That ſo they may turn unto 


Thee from Idols, to love and ſerve 


Thee as God ; and to wait for Thy 


Son from Heaven, whom Thou haſt 


raiſed from the Dead, even Jeſus, 


who delivereth from ah Wrath to 
come |! 


z 


Put a final Period, we pray Thee, 


0 Lord, to all Corruptions of the 
true Religion Root out all perſe- 
cuting Principles, and ſoften and 


heal all uncharitable Spirits among 
the 
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the Profeſſors of the Goſpel ] Let 
not the Rod of the Wicked always 
reſt upon the Lot of the Righteous, 
leſt the Righteous themſelves put 
forth their Hands unto Iniquity. And 
may Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be 
multiplied unto all that love the Lord 
| ny Chriſt in Sincerity |! 

Look with a compaſſionate Eye 
on theſe Nations. Continue to us 
the Bleſſings we at preſent enjoy, 
tho' we have too juſtly forfeited them; 
and avert the public Judgments which 
our Iniquities have deſerved! Chooſe 
rather to reform, than to deſtroy us; 
and O may Thy Forbearance and 
Long: ſuffering at laſt bring us to 
Repentance, and produce the pro 
and genuine Fruits of Righteouſnels 
And do Thou, O Lord, {till be our 
God! 

Bleſs, with the choiceſt of Thy 
Bleſſings, our moſt Gracious Sove- 
reign King GRORGR. May he be the 
Object of Thy ſpecial Care ! May 
his 
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his Throne be eſtabliſhed by Right- 
eouſneſs, and upholden by Mercy; 
in his Days may the Righteous flou- 
rith, and may there be abundance of 
Peace and Plenty in the Earth ! Bleſs 
all his Illuſtrious Family; and may 
they become extenſive Bleſſings to 
the World. 

Do Thou preſide in our Councils, 
and over-rule the Management of 
our public Affairs, ſo that it may 
ſucceed to the Credit, Welfare, and 
Happineſs of the Nation | Let not 
our Enemies ever gain an Advantage 
againſt us, nor them that hate us 
triumph over us | But may we be 
preſerved ſecure, in the Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of our Religious and 
Civil Liberties, none bez able to 
make us afraid 

And O that the Intereſt of true 
Religion and Virtue may be continu- 
ally gaining Strength and Encourage- 
ment in the midſt of us | Revive 


Thy Work, O Lord, in the midſt 


of 


- 
— 2 - — 
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of theſe Years of great Degene- 
racy | May all thoſe who are em- 
ployed in the Service of the Goſpel, 
recommend their Doctrine by the 
Holineſs of their Lives, and find 
that they proſper in their important 
Work. And while one is planting, 
and another is watering, do Thou, 
O Lord of the Harveſt, give the In- 
creaſe | 

Remember in Mercy, all our Re- 
lations and Friends; and may they 
all be careful to remember, and love, 
and ſerve God; and then may they 
all ſhare in that Favour Thou beareſt 
to Thine own People, and be viſited 
with Thy Salvation | 

Compaſſionate, we beſeech Thee, 
O Lord, all the Sons and Daughters 
of Affliction ! Deliver the Poor that 


cry, and the Fatherleſs that have 


none to help them! And may the 
Children of Men, in all their various 
Diſtreſſes, find Relief and Comfort 


by 
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by putting their Truſt under the 


Shadow of Thy Wings! 

Accept, we humbly pray Thee, 
O Lord, theſe our Petitions, Thankſ- 
givings, and Dedications of Ourſelves 
to Thee, through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord and Saviour, in whom we de- 


fire to be found | 


Now unto Him that is able to 


keep us from falling, and to preſent 
us at laſt faultleſs before the Preſence 


of his Glory with exceeding Joy ; 


to the Only Wiſe God our Saviour, 
be Glory, and Majeſty, Dominion, 
and Power, both now and ever ! 
Amen. | 


6% 
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A Paraphraſe on the Lord's Prayer 
for Saturday Morning. 


 LMIGHTY God ! Thou art 
the Creator and Governor of 
all things! Thou art Our Father, — 
and the Father of all the Families 
of the Earth; who dwelleſt in the 
higheſt Heavens, and from thence 
beholdeft all Thy Children, and, 
out of Thine abundant, infinite Ful- 
neſs, ſupplieſt all their Wants 

Me are ſenfible of our Dependence 
on Thee, our Obligations to Thee, 
and therefore preſent Ourſelves this 
Morning before Thee, to pay Thee 
that Honour which is Thy Due; and 


to beg Thou wouldſt bleſs us, even 


us alſo, O Our Father, with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; that we may obtain Thy Fa- 
vour, who art the. moſt bountiful 
Rewarder of all them that diligently 


ſeek Thee 


R Grant, 
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Grant, that not only We, but all 
Thy Reaſonable Creatures, who are 
capable of knowing and underſtand- 
ing the Greatneſs of Thy Perfections, 
may —Hallow Thy Name—may un- 
feignedly admire and adore Thee, 
and expreſs their Veneration in Ways 
ſuitable to the Condition of their 
Natures, and the Diſcoveries of Thy 
Will! | 

May Thy Kingdom come ! Let 
all Mankind be favoured with the 
Knowledge of Thy true Religion, 
and embrace it in their Hearts; that 
ſo the Kingdom of Chriſt, and his 
Goſpel, may be extended over all the 
Earth; and the eternal Laws of God- 


lineſs, Righteouſneſs, Charity, and 


Sobriety, may be eſtabliſhed through- 
out the whole World | 

Grant that all who profeſs Thy 
true Religion, (eſpecially We in theſe 


Nations, who are favoured with a 


Proteſtant Government) may live in 
true Obedience to the Laws thereof ; 
and 


* 
* 
2 
* 
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and that Men, as far as the Infirmity 


of their Nature will permit, may 


obey Thee, with proportionable Sin- 
cerity and Conſtancy, as the Spirits 
of the Bleſſed above; that ſo Thy 
Will may be done on Earth, as it is 
done in Heaven! 

We beg Thy conſtant Regard to 
us at Thy Footſtool ! Beſtow upon 
us, we beſeech Thee,—This Day, our 
daily bread ;—and bleſs it to us. And 
through the remaining Part of our 
Lives, vouchſafe, we humbly pray 


Thee, as many of the good things 


of this preſent World, as may ſuffice 


for our neceſſary Subſiſtence, and for 
the uſeful and innocent Conveniencies 
of Life. | 

But above all, we deſire the Par- 
don of our Sins! We have been diſ- 


obedient Children ; but O Thou Fa- 


ther of Mercies, and God of all 
Compaſſion, enter not into Judgment 
with us, but be gracious unto us! 
Forgive us our Treſpaſles ;— and 

R 2 recelve 
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receive us returning Prodigals into 
Thy Family again, and withhold the 
Puniſhment our Iniquities have de- 
ſerved, for the. Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who A {et forth to be our Propitiation 
and Atonement | 

In like manner, as we now declare 
we freely and heartily forgive all 
"thoſe Injuries and Offences which 
have been done by others to us; do 
Thou, O Lord, who haſt made this 
the Condition of our finding Mercy 
at Thy Hands, forgive us our Ten 
thouſand Talents, our innumerable 
aggravated Offences, and grant Thy 


pardoning Favour, and forgiving 


Grace | 


And as we are now aſking the 
Pardon of paſt Sins, ſo are we de- 
ſirous to avoid all wilful Sin for the 
future. To this end we pray, that 
thou wouldit not ſuffer us to be—Led 
into Temptation, —but ſo as to—de- 
liver us from the Evil of comply- 
ing with it. Take from us, we be- 
ſeech 
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ſeech Thee, the Cauſes and Occa- 
ſions of Temptation to Sin, or elſe 
make us ſuperior to them, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Thy Holy Spirit with 
our Endeavours to reſiſt them; that 
we may not be moved by the En- 
ticements of Riches, or Honours, or 
Pleaſures, or with the Fear of Want, 
or Diſgrace, or Pain, to do any 
thing, knowingly, contrary to Thy 
Wiſe, Righteous, and Holy Will. 

And deliver us from all thoſe Evils 


and Calamities, which either the 


Malice of the Devil, or the Wicked- 
neſs of Men, or the Misfortunes 
and Changes of this uncertain World 
may bring upon us! May we eſcape 
theſe, if it be good for us; or if Thou 
ſeeſt meet we ſhould at all be ex- 


erciſed, keep us from murmuring : 


Help us in Patience to poſſeſs our 
Souls ; and in Thine own due Time 


make a Way for our Deliverance from 
them 


Theſe 
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Theſe Petitions, we Thy Creatures, 
Thy Children, offer up through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate, to Thee, O God, who canſt, 
and truſting in Thy Mercy that Thou 
wilt, do more for us than we can 
deſire or deſerve For Thine is the 
Kingdom, and Thou art the only 
Ruler and Governor of the World ! 
Thine is the Power, who art the 
Lord God Omnipotent | And Thine 
is the Glory, and the Victory, and 
the Majeſty, for ever and ever! Amen. 
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A Prayer for Saturday Evening. 


LMIGHTY and Everlaſting 

God, the Lord, unchangeably 
the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and for 
evermore | Who can by ſearching 
find out God ? Who can find out 
the Almighty to Perfection? We 
know ſomething of Thee by the 
Works of Nature; Thy Goodneſs 
ſhines in the Sun, breathes in the 
Air, and is diſcovered in innumerable 
Inſtances in all Thy Conduct, to- 
wards the Variety of Thy Creatures ! 
Thy Power and Wiſdom are written 
down in the ſtrongeſt Characters upon 
all the Works of Thine Hands. But 
we know ſtill more of Thee in the 
Revelation of Thy Word. Thou art 
there diſcovered in a manner ſuitable 


to our State and Circumſtances ; and 


ſo as may engage our Love, Worſhip, 
and Obedience | 


We 
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We would addreſs Thee, not as 
the unknown God, notwithſtanding 
Thou art ſo far above us; but as the 
Being who haſt manifeſted Thyſelf 
to us, in ſome meaſure, tho' Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor 
hath it entered into the Heart of Man 
to conceive the exceeding Greatneſs 
of Thy Majeſty and Glory]! We, who 
have not only the Light of Nature, 
but of the Goſpel too, muſt be the 
molt inexcuſable of all the Children 
of Men, if we do not glorify Thee 
as God, and perform a regular Ho- 
mage, Worſhip, and Obedience ! 

We adore Thee for all Thy Kind- 
neſs and Mercy towards us, tho' ſin- 
ful Creatures | For all Thy Patience 
and Forbearance, Love and Good- 
will. Thou cauſeſt the Bleſſings of 
Thy Providence to deſcend conſtantly 
upon us, tho' unthankful and evil. 
The Day and Week paſt have been 
Witneſs that Thy Compaſſions never 
tail ! What ſhall we render unto 


Thee, 
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Thee, our God? We cloſe the 
Day with Thankſgiving ; unto Thee, 
O. God, do we give Thanks, unto 
Thee do we give Thanks, for that 
Thy Name is near, Thy wondrous 


Works declare | 


Lord, we return with Shame to 
Thy Footſtool, on our own Account, 
to think, how contentedly we pass 
our Days without Thee | How little 
Gratitude we feel riſing in our Souls! 
To think how often we offend Thee! 
To recolle& the Follies and Failings 
of this Day, and every Day | To 
think over theſe Things is enough to 
make us aſhamed, and bluth to lift 
up our Faces to Thee! Lord, forgive 
us, for the Sake of ſeſus Chriſt, and 


may we be again received into Thy 


Favour ! Let us not lie down to reſt 
this Night in an unpardoned State, 
with the Guilt of the Day and Week 


upon us; but may we lie down in 


Peace, having our Conſciences afreſh 


8 ſprink- 
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ſprinkled from dead Works by the 
Sprinkling of the Blood of Feſus ! 

We pray alſo, that our frail Bo- 
dies may be recruited by ſeaſonable 
Sleep ; that Diſorders may be kept 
off, and we may, as formerly, be- 
hold the Returning Morning with 
Joy and Pleaſure, and with a Temper 
of Mind ſuited to Thy Holy Day. 

And O help us by Thy Grace 
and Spirit to improve our Time to 
nobler Purpoſes | We deſire chiefly 
to value Life, as it is an Opportu- 
nity of ſerving Thee, and doing Good 
in a wicked World. 

We would not therefore neglect 
to uſe the Talents and Advantages 
Thou putteſt into our Hands; much 
leſs would we abuſe them. O aſſiſt us 
ſo to work, and to perform the Duties 
and Services of Life, while it is called 
To-day, that when the Night comes 
we may be ready to retire, to leave 
the World and die ! Help us to this 

Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, often to be thinking on our 
latter End; and ſo to number our 
Days, as to apply our Hearts unto the 
trueft Wiſdom | 

Grant that each of us, in the ſeve- 
ral Relations of Life, and in the 
higher or lower Stations of this Fa- 
mily, may all act out of a Regard 
to Thee, and with an Eye to " 
ſtrict and awful Account we muſt 


all give at Thy Tribunal! And O 
that we may be able to ſtand in the 


Judgment, and be owned as Thy 
faithful Servants then 

We renew our Petitions for the 
whole Race of Mankind; for our 
Nation, and Thine Intereſt in par- 
ticular. We pray for our King, and 
the whole Royal Family; and beg 
that all may know Thee, and prac- 
tiſe Thy Commands, from the leaſt, 
even to the greateſt 

We pray, that to this End, Thou 


| wouldel ſucceed the Preaching of 


8 2 the 
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the Everlaſting Goſpel on the Mor- 
row by every faithful Miniſter. 
Finally, we recommend all our 
Friends and Relations to Thee ; and 
pray for the Forgiveneſs of all our 
Enemies. And renewing the De- 
dication of Ourſelves and Family "ll 
to Thee, we deſire to be heard and 
accepted, through the Merits and 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt alone, who 
is Thy Beloved Son, in whom Thou 
art always well-pleaſed, and to whom 
be Glory and Dominion for evermore ! | 
Amen, 


SOME 


DISTINCT FORMS 


O F 


Prayer and Devotion, 


To be Us Ep in 


FAMILIES 


ON 


Extraordinary Occas1oNs. 
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A Prayer for a Family, when any 
Member of it is Sick, to be uſed 
either Morning or Evening, 


85 08 T Great and Gloriqus 
5 ©) God ! Thou art the Maker 
' 7 7 and Sovereign Lord of all 

Thou killeſt, and Thou 
tle alive ; Thou would. and 
Thou healeſt; Thou bringeſt down: 


to the Gates of the Grave, and Thau 


raiſeſt up again! And Thou doſt 
according to Thy Will in the Armies 
of Heaven, and among all the Inha-: 
bitants of the Earth : And none can 
ſtay Thine Hand, or ſay unto Thee, 
What doſt Thou? 

Yet Righteous art Thou in all Thy 
Ways, and Holy in all Thy Works, 


and 
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and Good in all the Diſpenſations of 
Thy Providence towards the Children 
of Men, even. in thoſe which are 
afflictive, and for the preſent not joy- 
- ous, but grievous |! 

We believe that Thou doſt never 
willingly afflict, nor grieve the Chil- 
dren of Men ; but that it is, if needs 
be, that we, or any belonging to us, 
are at any Time in Heavineſs Gough 
Trials and Diſtreſſes! 

Though therefore Thou haſt now 
viſited our Family with Sickneſs, and 
we are humbling Ourſelves under 
Thy mighty Hand, yet we would 
ſtill adore, and love, and bleſs, and 
ſpeak well of I hy Name! | 
We delire at this Seaſon to bleſs 
and praiſe Thee, O Lord, for all 
the paſt Mercies with which Thou 
haſt viſited us, and our Houſhold ! 
God forbid, that the preſent Trouble 
and Suffering ſhould make us forget 
thoſe many, thoſe conſtant Benefits 
wherewith J hou haſt been Daily 

loading 
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loading us How great is the Sum 
of them? more than the Hairs of 
our Head, and innumerable as the 
Sands upon the Sea-ſhore | 

How long have we enjoyed Fa- 
mily Comforts and Bleſſings, with- 
out any Interruption ? How long has 
each Member of our Houſe lain down, 
and roſe up, gone out, and come in, 
in Health and Eaſe ? How long has 
Thy Candle ſhone upon our Taber- 
nacle without any interpoſing Cloud? 
O Bleſſed be Thy Good and Holy 
Name, O Lord, for theſe conſtant, 
theſe never- ceaſing Favours] We are 
leſs than the leaſt of all the Mercy, 
and of all the Truth Thou haſt 
cauſed to paſs before us | 

And when we conſider how un- 
worthy our Sins have rendered us 
of the leaſt Notice and Regard 


from Thee; when we conſider 


how we have expoſed Ourſelves 


by our numberleſs Tranſgreſſions to 
Thine Anger, and all the dreadful 
* Effects 


138 The Family Prayer- Bool. 
Effects of it both in Time and to 
Eternity; we are amazed that we 
are yet alive | We are aſtoniſhed, that 
inſtead of ſuffering ſo little as we 
have, we are not ſinking under the 
Weight of Thine heavy Indignation |! 
The leaſt Mercy we receive from 
Thee is more than we deſerve, and 
the greateſt Affliction leſs | 
Wherefore then ſhould Living Men 
complain? Men and Tranſgreſſors, 
for the Puniſhment of their Sins ? 
Shall we receive ſo much Good at 
the Hand of the Lord ; and ſhall 


we not alſo patiently and contentedly 
receive Evil? 


Yes, O Lord, here we are, at Thy 
Footſtool, deſirous of bringing our 
Wills into a full Subjection to Thine, 


O Thou great Father of our Spirits, 
that ſo we may live! 


Bleſſed be Thy Condeſcending 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion, that Thou 
haſt opened a Way for our Relief 
under every mortal Trouble, by thus 

directing 
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direQting in Thy Word ;—Is any Man 


afflicted ? Let him pray |—To Thee, 
O Father of Mercies, do we direct 
our Supplications at this time | O 
Lord, Be not far from us, when 

Trouble i is ſo near 
In an entire Deference to the De- 
terminations of Thy Wiſe and Holy 
Will, do we now earneſtly pray 
for Thy Servant under Thine afflict- 
ing Hand, whoſe Sicknefs fills us 
with ſo DENY Concern. Look upon 
Him [or Her] in his low Eſtate, and 
remember Him becauſe Thy Mercy 
endureth for ever | Suffer not, we 
beſeech Thee, O Lord, the Diſorder 
to proceed | Let not this Sickneſs be 
unto Death, but to the Glory of God ! 
Thou knoweſt his Frame, Lord lay 
no more upon Him than Thou wilt 
enable Him decently to bear ! And, 
O Thou great Phyſician, without 
whom all others are of no Value, 
do Thou direct to the moſt Proper 
and ſuitable Preſcriptions in ſuch a 
T2 "Cain; 
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Caſe; guide them in their Operation, 
and give Thy Bleſſing, and the de- 
ſired Succeſs in the Uſe of them 
And in Thy due time reſtore Thy 
Servant to Health and Strength again; 
and to a Capacity for honouring and 
ſerving Thee in his Family, and the 

World about Him. | 
In the mean time we defireand pray, 
that the Affliction may be ſanctified 
to Him [or Her.] Bleſſed is the Man 
whom Thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and 
teacheſt out of Thy Law | May he 
learn Obedience by the things which 
he ſuffers ! Know Thou his Soul in 
his Adverſity | And give Him that 
Patience and Reſignation that is ſo 
neceſſary and becoming in his Con- 
dition | Look upon his Affliction and 
his Pain, and forgive all his Sin! 
And may he be raiſed up from his 
ſick Bed, to praiſe Thy Name, to 
pay thoſe Vows which He makes in 
Trouble, in the Aſſemblies of Thy 
Saints, 
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Saints, and to walk before Thee in 
the Land of the Living 

[* But if Thou doſt not ſee fit to 
ſpare Him [or Her] to us, prepare 
every one of this Family for the awful 
Stroke, as we are ſeverally related in 
it; and Thy Holy Will be done! 
Into Thy Hands we commend Him, 
as into the Hands of a Faithful Crea- 
tor, and a Merciful Redeemer I] 

And, Lord, Help us that are now 
in Health to be preparing for Sick- 
neſs: Let not the Youngeſt of us 
boaſt in our Strength, or Vigour ; 
but may we uſe our various Talents, 
while we have them, in a Courſe of 
Well-doing, and performing the Work 
and Duty of every Day, in the Sea- 
ſon thereof, not boaſting Ourſelves 
of To-morrow | That ſo whenever 
Thou ſhalt call any of us to our 


Chambers, 


* This Paragraph may be uſed, or omitted, 
according to the Degrees of Danger in the Sick- 
neſs ; tho* not improper at all Stages of a Diſs 
order, fiace we know not what will be the Iſſue. 
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Chambers, and Beds of Sickneſs, we 
may not be affrighted at the Seizure, 
but retire contentedly : And may we 
then have thoſe Conſolations and 
Supports, which the World can nei- 
ther give nor take away ! 

Hear us, O Lord our God, in 
theſe our humble Requeſts, and re- 
gard the Voice of our Supplication ; 
for unto Thee do we cry, O our 
King, and our God | Mercifully pre- 
ſerve our Health, who yet enjoy it ; 
watch over us, and all ours, both by 
Day and by Night: Give Reſt to 
thoſe who are wearied with Affliction, 
and Thy Bleſſing to make the Con- 
veniences of Life truly comfortable 
and uſeful, to thoſe who yet enjoy 
them without any Interruption ! And 
forgive us our Sins, and accept our 
Perſons and Services through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord | 

hrough Him we recommend unto 
Thee all our Fellow-Creatures ; our 
Nation in particular, our Civil Go- 

| vernment; 
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vernment ; and all the Concerns of 
Religion and Virtue. And in his 


Name and Words do we further hum- 


bly call upon Thee | 


Our Father, who art in Heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
Day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 
us not into Temptation, but deliver 
us from Evil. For thine is the King- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever and ever! Amen. 
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A Family Thankſgiving for the Re- 
covery of the Sick Perſon. | 


OST Gracious and Holy, 
Good and Merciful God |! 
Thou art Good, and Thou doeſt Good, 
and Thy tender Mercies and Com- 
paſſions are. over all the Works of 
Thine Hands; and this is the Meſ- 
ſage which we have heard, which 
we have ſeen, and which ſome of 
us have particularly experienced, that 
God is Love ! | 

Bleſſed, for ever Bleſſed be Thy 
Name, that inſtead of being known 
to us by the Judgments which Thou 
mighteſt Righteouſly execute upon 
us, Thou art manifeſted to us, as 
the God willing to forgive all our 
Iniquities, who healeſt all our Di- 
ſeaſes, who reneweſt our Youth, and 
Health, and Vigour ; and crowneſt 
us with conſtant Loving- kindneſs 
How art Thou better to us than 
our 
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bur fearful Apprehenſions, and a 
our largeſt Hopes and Expectations |! 
O that Men would Praiſe the 


Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful Works to the Children of 


Men! 

O, Let us in this Family, give 
Thanks unto the Lord, for we have 
abundant Reaſon to ay, He is Good, 
becauſe his Mercy endureth for ever | 
O give Thanks unto the God of 
gods ; for his Mercy endureth for 
ever | O give Thanks unto the Lord 
of lords; for his Mercy endureth 
for ever | To Him who alone doth 
great Wonders ; for his Mercy en- 


dureth for ever | To Him who hath 


remembred us in our low Eſtate ; 


for his Mercy endureth for ever! 
The Voice of Rejoicing and Sal- 
vation is now in our Tabernacle : 
The Right Hand of the Lord doth 
mighty Things. Thy Right Hand, 


O Lord, is exalted ! 


U Thy 
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Thy Servant, whom Thou haſt 
lately afflicted, ſhall not die, but 
live, and declare the Works of the 
Lord | The Lord hath chaſtened 
Him [or Her] ſore ; but, adored be 
His ſparing Mercy, he hath not de- 
| hvered over unto Death | The Grave 
cannot praiſe T hee, Death cannot 
celebrate Thee : They that go down 
into the Pit cannot hope for Thy 
Truth | The Living, the Living, they 
ſhall praiſe Thee, as Thy reſtored 
Servant does at this time; and We 
join with Him [or Her] in the grate- 


ful Thankſgiving - The Parents to 


the Children ſhall make known Thy 
Truth! 
The Lord was ready to fave: 


Therefore will we ſing Praiſes unto 


his Name all the Days of our Life, 
in our own Houſe, as well as in the 


Houſe of the Lord ! 

Accept, O Lord, we beſeech Thee, 
the Thankſgiving of Thy Servant in 
particular! Thou haſt delivered His 


[or 


| 
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= Her] Soul from Death, his Eyes 
from Tears, and his Feet from Fall- 


ing. O may he love the Lord who 
has heard his Voice, and his Sup- 
plications, and endeavour to walk 


more exactly before Thee in the Land 


of the Living | And O that Thou 
wouldeſt be pleaſed to perfect all that 
concerneth the Recovery, that Thy 


Servant may be enabled to go to 


Thine Houſe; and there may We 
be among the People that ſhall wit- 
neſs to his Payment of his Vows, 
and join with him in offering the 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and call- 
ing upon the Name of the Lord ! 
And O that this remarkable In- 
ſtance of Thy Goodneſs and Mercy, 


O Heavenly Father, may affect and 


influence all of us before Thee in a 
proper manner! 

May we, every one learn, more 
ſenſibly, that our greateſt worldly 
Good, our deareſt Comforts, are not 
inoure own Hands; but that we depend 

U 2 ON 
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on God for them all | May we con- 
ſider them as Thy Gifts, O Lord, 
that Thou makeſt every earthly Bleſ- 
ſing to be to us what it is; and may 
we uſe and enjoy them all, as thoſe 
who know the Faſhion of this World 
is paſſing away, and we Ourſelves 
with it! God grant, that we may 
learn from this late Affliction in our 
Family, to live more like Perſons, 
who are not to live together always 
here; and ſo to behave, as that we 
may be better prepared for a Breach 
in our Family, when God {hall ſee 


fit to * a it ! And then, which 


ſoever of us is called away firſt, may 
we be ready to obey the Summons ; 
and, tho' parted here, be joined to the 
nobler Family above ! and may we 
all meet happily there together, and 
be for ever with one another, and 
with the Lord | 


That we may not be diſappointed 


in ſo comfortable an Hope and Ex- 
pectation, may we be quickened] hence- 
forward 
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forward toa moreabounding Diligence 
in working that Work for which Thou 
haſt ſent us into the World. May 
we learn to fill up our Stations and 
Relations in our Family better than 
we have done | May we dwell toge- 
ther as Brethren in Unity and Love ; 
and may none of us give any juſt 
Occaſion of Grief, or Uneaſineſs, or 
Diſguſt, by any real Miſconduct : 
But may our whole Deportment be 
more under the Influence of that 
Wiſdom which is from above, which 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mer- 
cy, and of good Fruits, without Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy |! 
Help us, O Lord, to preſerve a 
more habitually chearful, and thank- 
ful Frame, from a lively Senſe of 
our increaſing Obligations to Thee, 


eſpecially for the late additional Mer- 


cy; which we hope no Temptations of 
ſenſual Pleaſure, nor Sufferings, ſhall 
ever make us forget! And thus may 

| We 
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we be always diſpoſed for the Work 
of Thankſgiving, and find peculiar 
Delight therein! _ 

Regard, we beſeech Thee, O Lord, 
the State of Mankind in general, of 


Religion in particular ; and forſake 
not Thine own Cauſe in a degenerate 
World ! But appear for the Honour 
of Thy great Name, and of Thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and for the En- 
couragement of all thoſe who wiſh 
well to them, and are defirous and 
endeavouring, in a proper Way, to | 
ſupport and ſpread the Knowledge 
of them. Overlook and direct Pub- 
lic National Affairs both Abroad and 
at Home; prevent National Calami- 
ties, continue to us healthful and 
fruitful Seaſons, and ſo fill our Hearts 
with Food and Gladneſs ! And above 
all, make us grateful and obedient 
amidſt Thy Rich Abundance ! 

And now, Lord, with Pleaſure, 
and joyful Hearts, do we again de- 
vote and conſecrate Ourſelves and 


Our 
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our Family, and all we have, and are, 
to Thee, for all our remaining Days 
and Nights in this World, and to the 
End! Be with us when we are called 
to paſs through the Valley of the Sha- 


dow of Death, may we then fear no 


Evil, but guard Thou us through the 


Paſſage, and bring us fate to Thine 


Eternal Kingdom and Glory ; and 
all we humbly aſk, tho' unworthy, 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, who ever lives to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us | 


Now unto Him that ſitteth upon 
the Throne, and to the Lamb that 
was ſlain, and has redeemed us unto 
God by his Blood, be all Honour 
and Glory, Dominion and Majeſty, 
for ever and ever | Amen. 
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A Reſignation, and Prayer for a 
Family, when God has made a 
Breach in it by Death. 


REAT and Adorable Majeſty! 
Thou, even Thou only, art 
to be feared, and who may ſtand 
before Thee when once Thou art 
angry | When Thou with Rebukes 
doſt corre& Man for Iniquity, Thou 
makeſt his Beauty to conſume away 
like a Moth fretting a Garment ! And 
who knows the Power of Thine In- 
dignation ? according to Thy Fear, 
ſo is Thy Wrath! Our Fleſh trem- 
bleth for Fear of Thee, and we are 
afraid of Thy Judgments ; for Thou 
turneſt Man to Deſtruction, and ſay- 
eſt, Return, Ye Children of Men |! 
We, Poor frail Creatures, now be- 
fore Thee, are brought low by Thine 
afflicting Hand; by the Stroke of 
Thy Rod are we ſorely Troubled | 


It 
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It has pleaſed Thine Infinite Wiſ- 
dom to * ours a Houſe of Mourn- 
ing, by taking away the deſirable 
Life of Thy Servant; and Thou haſt 
thus awfully weakened the Strength, 
and interrupted the Comfort and Joy 
of our Family ! And while each of 
us now ſenſibly feel our Loſs, we 
cannot help expreſſing our tender 
inward Senſe of it in the Language 
of Grief and Sorrow. 

Yet we deſire to keep our Sorrow 
and Grief within thoſe Bounds, which 
Reaſon and Religion preſcribe. How- 
ever painful the Separation may be, 
yet we dread the Thoughts of ſinning 
againſt Thee, by cenſuring Thy Deal- 
ings in our own Minds, eſpecially by 
ſpeaking raſhly and unadviſedly with 
our Lips, and charging God tool- 
iſhly! 

We would lay our Hand upon 
our Mouths, and fall down now be- 
fore Thee, and humbly acknowledge 
Thy Sovereign Right to diſpoſe of 

X 


us, 
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us, and all we have, and are, how 
Thou pleaſeſt ! We are in Thy Hands, 
as the Clay is in the Hand of the 
Potter. Thou didſt make us at firſt 
according to Thy Will, Thou didſt 
breathe into us the Breath of Life, 
and we became Living and Reaſon- 
able Creatures; and whenſoever Thou 
pleaſeſt Thou takeſt away our Breath, 
and we die, and return to our Duſt ; 

and who ſhall hinder Thee ? 

Thou art the God who firſt ſetteſt 
the Solitary in Families, and Thou 
haſt a Right therefore to unſettle 
them again, or to remove and take 
away one, or another Member of 
them, when and how Thou pleaſeſt ! 
And it becomes us to ſay, It is the 
Lord, let Him do what ſeemeth Him 
Good | O Lord, we are, above all 
things, defirous thus to reſign to 
Thy diſpoſing Providence, and to 
ſuit our Spirits to this preſent mourn- 
ful Diſpenſation | We deſire to have 
this the . age of our Hearts, 
which 
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which we now expreſs in Words be- 
fore Thee ; The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, and bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord | 
Thus teach us, O Thou God of 
all Compaſſions, to bear and ſubmit 
to Thy Wiſe and Righteous Will, 
and ſo to compoſe our Spirits, that 
we may be fit for the Conſolations 
of our moſt Holy Religion, and not 
be ſwallowed up of over-much Sor- 
row | | 
We moſt earneſtly pray, that this 
Breach in our Family may be ſan- 
ified to every Member of it | May 
we enquire into the Deſign of Thy 
Providence towards us, and be ſolici- 
tous to know wherefore the Lord is 
thus contending with us! That fo 
if any thing in our Temper and 
Conduct rendered this Rebuke ne- 
ceſſary, we may be humbled for our 
Faults, and live and act better for 
the time to come ! Bleſſed be Thy 
Name for continuing our Friend to 
X 2 us 
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us ſo long ! If we have received any 
Advantage from Him, [or Her] while 
living, we deſire to thank hee for. 
it, and to make a right Improve- 
ment of his Death] O may we be 
more affected with the Frailty and 
Mortality of Man]! What are we, 
and all our Race, O Lord, but Va- 
nity and a Shadow | We deſire ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider Death as the End 
of all Men, and now, while living, 
ſeriouſly to lay it to Heart ! 

And when we think that Death 
entered into the World by Sin, and 
that it is to paſs upon all Men, for 
that all have finned, and that we 
Ourſelves are only reprieved for a 
little while, but muſt ſhortly become 
Death's Captives too; O that we 
may ſee the horrid Evil of Sin, and 
repent of all our Iniquities, while 
there is Time and Space for Repen- 
tance, that ſo we may not fall under 


the ſecond Death, which is Eternal! 
God 
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God be Merciful to us, and for Chriſt's 
Bake forgive us all our Treſpaſſes! 
Are there any in this Houſhold 
that have hitherto been careleſs and 
unconcerned about their Souls? Lord, 
awaken them from their Security | 
May this Meſſenger from the Dead 
ſtartle them, and bring them to that 
Temper and Behaviour, to which 
all Callings, and Exhortations, and 
Counſels of Thy Word have hitherto 
been ineffectual ! Are there others 
among us, who have abated our Zeal 
in Religion, and forgot Ourſelves, 
and lived too much like the Men of 
this World ? O that this Providence 
may bring us to Recollection, and 
a greater Fixedneſs and Seriouſneſs 
of Spirit ! May we repent, and do 
our firſt Works, leſt when our Ma- 
ſter cometh we be found ſleeping | 
And may the beft of us be quick- 
ened to a greater Diligence, that 
whatſoever our Hand findeth to do, 
we may do it with all our Might, 
| fince 
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fince there is no Work, nor Device, 
nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave, whither we are all going! 
May we all keep it conſtantly in 
Remembrance, how ſhort our 'Time 
is, how much depends on a right 
Improvement of it, and how uncer- 
tain its Continuance is to each ; that 
ſo we may not boaſt Ourſelves of To- 
morrow, {ince we know not what 
a Day may bring forth! But may 
we now, in this our Day, mind the 
the things which belong to our ever- 
laſting Peace before they are hid from 
our Eyes, and fill up every remain- 
ing Day well: That ſo our laſt Day 
may be our beſt, and the Day of our 
Death better than the Day of our 
Birth | Bleſſed are thoſe Servants 
whom their Lord, when he cometh, 
ſhall find fo doing | 
Bleſſed be Thy Name, that in this 
World of Darkneſs, Sorrow, and 
Death, Life and Immortality are 
brought to Light by the Goſpel | 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has be- 
gotten us again to a lively Hope (by 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 
the Dead) of an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in Heaven for us! 
Adored be Thy Bounteous Goodneſs, 
O Lord, for the Comforts and Pro- 
ſpecs which Chriſtianity affords us! 

We believe in God, we believe alſo 
in Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith | Through Him we may 
hope, that all the Troubles of this 
mortal Life ſhall end in everlaſting 
Joy; through Him we may hope, 
not only for the compleat Happineſs 
of our Souls in another World, but 
for the Reſurrection of our Bodies 
to Glory, Honour, and Immortality |! 
O that theſe Conſolations may be 
ours | May we be ſure of a Title to 
them, by being reconciled to God 
through his Son, and having our 
Sins pardoned ; and then may we 
comfort 
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comfort Ourſelves, and one another, 
with theſe Words 


And now unto That Glorious 
Lord, who was dead, and is alive 
again, and lives for evermore, and 
has the Keys of Hell and Death ; 
and who hath both died, and roſe 
again, and revived, that He might 
be Lord both of the Dead and of 
the Living! To Him be Honour and 
Glory, Salvation, Victory, Triumph, 
and Dominion, for ever and ever ! 
Amen. 
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A. Prayer to be uſed when a Family, 
or the greater Part of it, 1s under- 
taking a Journey, 


OST Bleſſed, and Everlaſt- 
ing God ! Thou art Great, 
and of great Power, and Thine Un- 
derſtanding is Infinite | Thou, O 
Lord, haſt ſearched and known us, 
Thou underſtandeſt our Thoughts 
afar off; Thou compaſſeſt our Path, 
and our Lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all our Ways | 
Whither can we go from Thy Spi- 
rit, O Lord ? and whither ſhall we 
flee from Thy Preſence ? If we af- 
cend up into Heaven, Thou art there! 
If we make our Bed in the Grave, 
behold Thou art there ! If we take 
the Wings of the Morning, and dwell 
in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea, 
even there ſhall Thy Hand lead us, 
and Thy Right Hand {ſhall hold us! 
If we ſay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall 
Y 


COVET 
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cover us, even the Night ſhall be 
Light about us; yea, the Darkneſs 
hideth not from Thee, the Night 
ſhineth as the Day, the Darkneſs and 
the Light are both alike to Thee | 
Adored be Thy Name, O Lord, 
for the Proof we have had of Thy 
conſtant Preſence with us, from the 
conſtant, favourable and gracious Ef- 
feats of it! From the Beginning of 
our Lives, to this Day, haſt Thou 
been with us, and in our Lying down 
and Riſing up, in all the Hurry and 
Buſineſs of every Day, and amidſt 
all the Terrors and Darkneſs of every 
Night; and in every Place we have 
found Thee nigh unto us as our 
Friend, our Preſerver and Benefactor ! 
Thou haſt been at our Right Hand, 
that we have not been greatly moved! 
Bleſſed be Thy Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, that inſtead of making us 
ſenſible of Thy Preſence only by the 
Terrors of Thy Wrath, which we 
have too juſtly deſerved, we "_ 
| * 
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feel the Comfort of it; and know 
that Thou art not far from any one 
of us by the Good which we enjoy ! 
We are aſhamed, and bluſh to think, 
of ail the Sins of our Hearts and 
Lives to which Thou haſt been Wit- 
neſs; and are amazed, that ever we 
ſhould preſume to commit them be- 
fore a God conſtantly looking on, and 
taking Notice of us]! How horrid 
and daring an Evil does Sin appear, 
as committed againſt Thee, and un- 
der Thy All- ſearching Eye? Lord, 
we repent, and fly for Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs to Thee through Jeſus 
Chriſt ! For his Sake caſt us not 
away from Thy favourable Preſence, 
but blot out all our Sins, and the 
Iniquities of our Family; and till 

watch over, accept, and bleſs us 
We deſire now ſolemnly to recom- 
mend Ourſelves to Thy Care and 
Protection for the Journey we are 
deſigning to undertake this Day. 
Being encouraged from our paſt Ex- 
Y 2 perience 
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perience of Thy watchful Providence, 
and comforted with the Thought of 


Thy univerſal Preſence, we commit 


our Way unto Thee, O Lord, hum- 
bly acknowledging Thee in it, and 
beg Thou wouldeſt direct our Paths! 
If Thy favourable Preſence go not 
with us, let us not go up from our 
Habitation |! 

But, as we hope we are under- 
taking nothing unlawful in itſelf, nor 
unſuitable ; we humbly pray, that 
we may be the Objects of Thy fpe- 
cial Care and Protection Direct our 
Courſe for us, and be with us in the 
Way in which we go. Keep us from 
every Evil to which we are expoſed; 
preſerve, we beſeech Thee, all our 
Bones, that not one of them may be 
broken. Give Thine Angels Charge 
over us, to keep us that we may not 
daſh our Feet againſt a Stone to hurt 
us | Preſerve to us, we pray Thee, 
our Bodily Health, and may the 
Journey tend to the confirming and 
| eſta· 
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eſtabliſhing of it. Let not the Sun 
ſmite us by Day, nor the Moon by 
Night; neither ſuffer evil or cruel 

Men to aſſault us 
Provide for our Bodily Wants by 
the Way; give us Bread to eat, and 
Raiment to put on: In every Place 
where we ſhall go may we find Fa- 
vour, and behave in a proper and be- 
coming Manner. Keep us, we pray 
Thee, from all Manner of Sin! May 
we ſet Thee always before us, that fo 
we may never venture to be off our 
Guard, becauſe we are at a Diſtance 
from thoſe who uſed to obſerve and 
take Notice of our Conduct at other 
times | May we preſerve a Senſe of 
God and Religion upon our Minds 
in all Places, and Companies ; and 
take every proper Opportunity to 
perform the Duties of Religious Wor- 
{hip. Particularly help us to main- 
tain a conſtant Regard to Thy Holy 
Day, as often as it ſhall return ; and 
inſtead of profaning it by unneceſſary 
Travel- 
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Travelling, or Amuſements, keep it 
Holy to Thee the Lord]! May we 
endeavour to do all the Good we can 
wherever we go, and ſo leave a Bleſ- 
fing, and not a Curſe behind us | 
And O do Thou ſucceed and proſper 
whatever we lawfully undertake, and 
ſanctify to us our Diverſions and Re- 

creations | 
May we, O Lord, remember to 
magnify Thy Works, which we ſhall 
behold, in the Progreſs of our Jour- 
ney | When we obſerve the Beauty 
and Variety of them in this Earth 
on which we tread ; when we ſhall 
ſee Graſs made to grow for the Cattle, 
and Herb for the Service of Man, or 
the Paſtures clothed with Flocks, the 
Valleys covered over with Corn, and 
the little Hills rejoicing, as it were, 
on every Side; may we feel our 
Hearts riſe and burn with Sentiments 
of Gratitude : And may we ofter a 
Rational Devotion to Thee, who 
crowneſt 
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crowneſt the Year with Thy Good- 
neſs, and whoſe Paths drop Fatnelſs ! 
And O may our frequent Removes, 
from one Place to another, put us 
continually i in mind of our unſettled 
State in this World! May we con- 
ſider Ourſelves as Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers upon Earth, as thoſe who have 
ere no continuing City, but are 
ſeeking one to come] O may we 
learn to reckon our whole Life as a 
Journey towards this everlaſting un- 
changeable Settlement! And may 
ſuch a Notion of Life teach us the 
better to bear and ſtruggle with the 
Evils and Trials of it, and to be 
more moderate in our Enjoyment of 
the Comforts and Delights of it ! 
That fo we may neither tire nor faint 
in our Courſe, nor be at a fatal Stand ; 
nor may we ever miſtake our Way, 
but hold on in it, and hold out unto 
the End ! And may we be guided 
through the whole by Thy Counſel, 
and at laſt be received to Thy Gimp 1 


Watch 
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Watch over our Habitation, O 
Lord, we beſeech Thee, in our Ab- 
ſence ; may Thine Eye be upon it 
by Night and by Day! Keep it ſafe 
from devouring Flames, and from 
the Attempts of wicked Men | May 
thoſe, whom we leave behind in Care 
of it, be honeſt, faithful, and dili- 
gent, and preſerved and rewarded 
according to their Fidelity and Inte- 
grity | And may all our Concerns be 
taken Care of by Thee! And in Thy 
due Time may we be returned in 
Health, Safety, and Comfort, and 

find our Tabernacle in Peace | 
To Thee we commend our Friends 
and all our Fellow-Creatures. Mer- 
cifully regard our Nation, and our 
Public Affairs. Bleſs all that are in 
Authority over us, and may they 
become Terrors to Evil Doers, and 
a Praiſe to them that do well. Bleſs 
the Miniſters of Thy Goſpel, and 
by their Means may the Word of the 
Lord ave free Courſe, and be glo- 
rified ! 
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rified | And in Thee may the Poor, 
the Widow, and the Fatherleſs, find 
Mercy | 

Accept of theſe our Acknowledg- 
ments of Thy Perfections and Pro- 
vidence, and the repeated Dedication 
of Ourſelves, and all that belongs to 
us, to Thy Care; and be Thou our 
Sun, and our Shield, give us Grace 
and Glory, and withold no 
thing from us. We aſk all in the 
Name, and through the Mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, of Thee 


Our Father, who art in Heaven : 
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come, Thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
Day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 


us not into Temptation, but deliver 
us from Evil. For thine is the King- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
far ever and ever! Amen. 

2 
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A Family Thankſgiving for a fafe 


Return from a Journey. 


VER Blefled and Glorious 
Lord | Thou, even Thou, art 
God, and there is none beſides Thee | 
All the gods of the Heathen are Va- 
nity and a Lie: Eyes have they, but 
they ſee not ; Ears have they, but 
they hear not; Hands have they, 
but they handle not ; neither ſpeak 
they through their Throats. They 
that make them are like unto them, 
and ſo is every one that truſteth in 
them. But Thou, Lord, madeſt the 
Heavens, and the Earth, and the Sea, 
and the dry Land, and all that in 
them is; and Thou upholdeſt all 
things by the Ward of Thy Power ; 
and Thy Works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence, proclaim Thee a Being of 
all poſſible Perfection 

Thy Mercy, O Lord, is in the 
Heavens, and Thy F aithfulack reach- 


eth 
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eth unto the Clouds | Thy Righte- 
ouſneſs is unmoveable as the great 
Mountains, Thy Judgments are a 
great Deep | O Lord, Thou preſerveſt 
Man and Beaſt! 

We, who have experienced this 
Thy Kind Preſervation in our late 
Jou rney, are now come at the End 
of it, to bleſs and praiſe Thy Name! 
We bow Ourſelves in Thankſgivings 
at Thy Footſtool, O Thou our Al- 
mighty Guardian, for all that Care 
and Protection wherewith Thou haſt 
befriended us from the Time we left 
our Habitation, to this comfortable 
Return to it | We committed Our- 
ſelves to Thee by Prayer and Sup- 
plication, and truſted in Thy Kind 

and Fatherly Goodneſs ; and Thou 
haſt heard our Prayers, and bleſſed 
us in our Going out, and in our 
Coming in ; Thou haſt kept us from 
all Evil, and we now viſit our Ta- 
bernacle, and find all in Safety! Unto 
Thee, O Lord, do we give Thanks, 

2 2 unto 
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unto Thee do we give Thanks, for 
that Thy Name is near, Thy won- 
derful Works declare | Through how 
many Dangers have we paſt unhurt, 


| becauſe Thou haſt defended us? How 


many Accidents have we eſcaped, the 
leaſt of which might have been too 
hard for us, becauſe Thou, Lord, haft 
prevented them ? Not a Sparrow falls 
to the Ground without Thee, our 
Heavenly Father ; and the very Hairs 
of our Head are all numbred! 

Me praiſe Thee for conducting us 
from one Place to another, raiſing 
up Friends for us, providing for our 


daily Returning Wants, and making 


our various Removes agreeable and 
pleaſant ! We bleſs Thee for the Con- 
tinuance of our Health all the Way 


we have gone, and that we appear 


before Thee without. any juſt Cauſe 
of Sorrow or Complaint ; and find 


our Relations and F EINE oi in Peace 
and Health too! 


How 
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How merciful is the Difference 
Thou haſt made between us and 
many other Families on this Occa- 
fion ? How many have had their 
Journeys imbittered by dreadful Ca- 
lamities, or Sickneſs; or have re- 
turned to a ruined Subſtance, or a 
deſtroyed Habitation, while we are 
in the ſame Enjoyment of the Fa- 
vours and Bleſſings of Providence we 
were before, and have not ſuffered 
the leaſt Interruption ? Lord, what 
{hall we render to Thee? We deſire 
to renew the Dedication of Ourſelves 
and our All to Thee, from whom we 
have received all at firſt, by whom all 
is ſecured to us, and we preſerved in 
the comfortable Uſe and Enjoyment 
of all things ! It is not enough for 
us to ſpeak Thy Praiſes with our Lips. 
We defire to feel the conſtraining 
Power of Thy Goodneſs on our 
Hearts, and to ſhew forth Thy Praiſes 
in our Lives and Converſations ! 


BE 
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May we be careful not to fofget 
the Lord our God, who has Joe" us 
ſo much Good, leſt our Ingratitude 
be aggravated by Thine additional 
Favours and Benefits | But may we 
remember the Lord our God, that 
it is He to whom we are indebted, 
and to whom we are conſtantly in- 
creaſing in our mighty Obligations: 
And do Thou, by the Influences of 
Thy Good Spirit, keep theſe things on 
the Imagination of the Thoughts of 
our Hearts continually, that we may 
never wickedly depart from Thee, 
but be engaged thereby to run on in 
the Way of T hy Commandments with 
greater Zeal and Vigour | 

Forgive, we earneſtly beſeech Thee, 
all the Sins we have committed ſince 
we left this Place] Whatever has been 
amiſs mercifully pardon | If we have 
in any Inſtances forgot Ourſelves, 
acted out of Character, been off our 
Guard, given into any faulty Indul- 
gencies, or done any thing which 

we 
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we have juſt Reaſon to reproach Our- 
ſelves for, Lord forgive us | We re- 
new our Repentance, and take Re- 
fuge in the merciful Proviſion of the 
Goſpel-Covenant, ratified and con- 
firmed in the Blood of Jeſus the 
Great Mediator | Forgive that we ſtill 
love Thee ſo little, who haſt ſo won- 
derfully loved us; and that we are 
- ſo fond of this vain and changing 

orld, and no more raiſed in our 
Defires after a better and GG 
State |! 

O ſhed abroad Thy Love in our 
Hearts, that we may born Thee with 
all our Hearts, and with all our 
Souls, and with all our Strength! 
And enable us to ſeek the Things 
which are above, and to ſet our Af- 
fections there, where Chriſt ſitteth 
on the Right Hand of God : That 
ſo when Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall 
appear, we alſo may appear with 
Him in Glory 
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And now we are returned to our 
ſtated Service and Buſineſs in Life 
again, do Thou graciouſly bleſs and 
proſper us, and ſtill keep us and 
our Dwellings from all Evil, and our 
Afﬀairs from Perplexity and Intangle- 
ment; and may we every one be 
excited, from Thy paſt Goodneſs, to 
go on more contentedly and chear- 
fully in the Way of our Duty. May 
we behave gravely, wiſely and uſe- 
fully, while we live in the World; 
and may we, whenever the Time 
comes, die out of it with Dighity 
and Honour, and under the ſtrongeſt 
Influence of the Hopes of the Glo- 
rious Goſpel of the Bleſſed God 

Graciouſly, we beſeech Thee, re- 
gard all whom we ought to remem- 
ber. Be with all thoſe who are either 
on Journeys by Land, or Voyages 
by Sea; and need the ſame Mercies 
of which Thou haft lately made us 
Partakers | Preſerve them from every 
Evil by the Way, eſpecially from we 

Evi 
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Evil of Sin; and return them, as 
Thou haſt done us, to their Houſes 
and Friends in Safety, Comfort and 
oy | 

Joy May all Mankind partake not only 
of the Bleſſings of Thy common 
Providence, but of Thy Grace, by 
the Revelation of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt among them!] Continue to us 
our National Bleſſings, and proſper 
our Governours. And let not only 
our Civil, but our Religious Intereſt 
flouriſh. 

Remember every Friend and Re- 
lative of ours with Thy ſpecial Fa- 
vour ; reward all our Benefactors ; 
and forgive all that evil intreat us, 
and turn their Hearts. And do for 
Us and Ours, and all Thine, accord- 
ing to Thine Infinite Wiſdom and 
Fatherly Goodneſs. Forſake not, O 
Lord, the Work of Thine own Hands, 
becauſe Thy Mercy endureth for ever; 
for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord! 

A a Now 
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Now unto Him that is able to fave 
and deliver us from every evil Work, 
and to preſerve us unto his Heavenly 
Kingdom : To Him be Glory for 
ever and ever | Amen. 1755 
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A General Thankſpiving to be uſed 
by a Family at the Cloſe of an 
Old Year, or the Beginning of a 
New One. 


 Limighty and Eternal Jehovah ! 
Thou art perfectly and ſu- 
premely Bleſſed and Happy in Thy 
Self, and the Fountain of Being, Per- 
ſection and Bleſſedneſt to all Thy 
Creatures ! Before the Mountains were 
brought forth, or ever Thou hadſt 
formed the Earth and the World, 
from Everlaſting to Everlaſting Thou 
art God 
And Thou, Lord, in the Begin- 
ning didſt lay the Foundations of 
the Earth; and the Heavens are the 


Work of Thine Hands ! They ſhall 


periſh, but Thou ſhalt endure; yea 
all of them ſhall wax old like a 
Garment ; as a Veſture ſhalt Thou 


change them, and they ſhall be chang- 


ed. But Thou art the fame, and 
Aa2 Thy 
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Thy Years ſhall have no End! A 
thouſand Years in Thy Sight are but 
as Yeſterday when it is paſt, and as 
a ſhort Watch in the Night : And 
one Day is with the Lord as a thou- 
ſand Years | 

We are frail Creatures, but, as it 
were, of Yeſterday; our Days are 
ſhort, and like a Shadow; and all 
the Days of our Years are threeſcore 
Years and ten: Or if by Reaſon of 
extraordinary Strength they reach, 
with any of our Race, to fourſcore 
Years, yet is their Strength Labour 
and Sorrow ; for then it is ſoon cut 
oft, and we flee away. And in Com- 
pariſon with Thee, O Thou God 
who inhabiteſt Eternity, our Age is 


as nothing, yea leſs than nothing, 
and Vanity | 


Thou, O Lord, the unmoveable 
Rock of Ages, and the Stay of the 
whole Creation, art the only proper 
Object of Hope and Truſt to ſuch 
changing thort-lived Beings as we 

are 
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are] And for ever bleſſed be Thy 
Name, that 'Thou haſt been the Re- 
fuge and the Dwelling-Place of the 
Children of Men in all their Gene 
rations | 
Praiſed be Thy Name, O God, 
that inſtead of abandoning this Earth, 
and the ſinful Inhabitants, or de- 


ſtroying them long ago, as Thou 


mighteſt juſtly have done, Thou art 
ſtill manifeſting Thy Care and con- 
ſtant Regard to them | Thou haſt 
never left Thyſelf without Witneſs 
of Thy kind and watchful Provi- 
dence towards the Children of Men, 
in that Thou doſt them Good con- 
tinually, and giveſt them Rain from 
Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling 
their Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs ! Day and Night, Summer and 
Winter, Seed-Time and Harveſt, in 
their conſtant Succeſſions from Year 
to Year, proclaim Thy Faithfulneſs ! 


One Generation of Men therefore 


ſhall praiſe Thy Name to another, 
| and 
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and ſhall declare Thy mighty Acts! 
The Fathers to the Children ſhall 
make known Thy Truth! They ſhall 
abundantly utter the Memory of Thy 
Great Goodneſs, and ſhall ſing of 
Thy Righteouſneſs ! 

In the Multitude of Thy tender 
Mercies, O Lord, we are come once 
more to preſent our Family Worſhip 
at Thy Footſtool | We are ſenſible 
our Goodneſs cannot poſſibly extend 
to Thee; but becauſe Thy Goodneſs 
has been continually extended to us, 
therefore do we reckon it our indiſ- 
penſable Duty to acknowledge our 
conſtant Obligations to Thee] Thou 
haſt made us, and not we ourſelves ; 
we are Thy People, and the Sheep q 
of Thy Paſture ! We would enter 
Thy Preſence with Thankſgiving, and 
worthip before Thee with Praiſe. For 

Thou, Lord, art Good, Thy Mercy 
is everlaſting, and Thy Truth en- 
dureth unto all Generations ! 


# —_— — 


Having 
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Having obtained Help of Thee, 
O God, we continue in Life, and 
Health, and the Enjoyment of the 
Bleſſings of Thy Providence, and 
Grace unto this Hour | We adore 
Thee as the God of our Lives, the 
Length of our Days, and the Author 
and Giver of every good thing we 
partake of | Thou broughteſt us into 
the World at firſt, Thou didſt pre- 
ſerve us in the helpleſs State of In- 
fancy, keep us from the innume- 
rable Evils to which we were then 
expoſed, and make us to hope when 
we hung upon the Breaſt | It was 
Thine Hand, tho' unſeen, that led 
us unhurt through Childhood, and 
the ſlippery Paths of Youth | Un- 
numbered Benefits and Favours have 
we received from Thee, before ever 
we were capable of knowing or ac- 
knowledging from whence they came. 
And ſtill with every returning Year 
have Thy Bleſſings and Mercies been 
continually multiplied upon us! 
Thou 


184 The Family Prayer-Book. 


Thou haſt raiſed up Friends for 
us, Thou haſt been with us in fix 
Troubles, and in ſeven haſt Thou 
not forſaken us! How often haſt 
Thou healed our Diſeaſes, and re- 
moved our Sickneſſes, and renewed 
our Strength and Vigour ! Thou haſt 
graciouſly fixed us in our Family, 
and continued Family Supports and 
Comforts to us! Thy Candle has 
ſhone upon our Tabernacle, Thou 
haſt bleſſed us in our Baſket, and in 
our Store | Thy Wool and Thy Flax 
have clothed us; Thy Corn, and 
Thy Wine, and Thine Oil, have 
nouriſhed, refreſhed, and cheared us ! 
We would recolle& Thy conſtant 
Care and Kindneſs, and fay with the 
moſt thankful Hearts, Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us | Surely Good- 
neſs and Mercy have followed us all 
the Days of our Lives 

But, above all, would we bleſs 
Thee for Thy Kindneſs to our Souls! 
We thank Thee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth, that we are born 
in a Chriſtian Land, where we have 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel, and 
the Means of obtaining Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt ! That our Ears hear 
thoſe glad Tidings of Life and eter- 
nal Happineſs revealed by Thine own 
Son in our Nature, which many Pro- 
ry and Kings, and Righteous 
en, have deſired to hear, but have 
not heard them! and that our Eyes 
have ſeen thoſe glorious things which 
they have deſired to ſee, but have 
died without the Sight | 
Eſpecially would we bleſs Thee, 
if any of us have had the Privilege 
of being born of Religious Parents; 
if we have been betimes taught to 
know God our Father, and Jeſus our 
Saviour; if we have been, as it were, 
born in Thine Houſe ſolemnly dedi- 
cated to Thee, brought up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord; and if Thy Providence has 
caſt our Lot into the Families of thoſe 
B b that 
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that fear Thy Name, and we have 


had both Precept, and Example, and 


the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel, to 
quicken and encourage us in the 


Practice of Religion and Virtue : If 


we are the People that have been in 
ſuch a happy Caſe, for ever bleſſed 
and praiſed be the Lord our God |! 
O that none of us may receive the 
Grace of God in vain | 


We deſire now particularly, as a 


Family, to bleſs Thee, O Lord, that 


Thou haſt added another Year to our 
Lives, and haſt crowned that alſo 
with 'Thy Goodneſs both to our 
Bodies and our Souls | Bleſſed be 
God, we are not numbered among, 
the Multitudes that have died out of 
our World the laſt Year, and paſſed 
into an awful Eternity ; but are ſtill 
in the Land of the Living | Thou- 
lands have fallen at our Rigt . Hand, 
and Ten thouſand at our Left, and 
yet we are eſcaped, and before Thee, 
the Monuments of Thy kind Preſer- 
vation, 


— 
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vation, and of Thy Praiſe | We bleß 


and magnify Thee for the conſtant 
uninterrupted Enjoyment of Family- 
Bleſſings through the Year | If we 
have had conſtant Health, Thanks 
to Him, and to Him alone, who has 
been the Health of our Countenance, 


and our God! Or if we have at ſome- 


times been, any of us, viſited with 
Affliction; yet bleſſed be God for 
the Gentleneſs of his Chaſtiſements, 
for our Recovery and Reſtoration, 
and that we now appear together re- 
joicing in Thy Mercy and Salvation! 

We praiſe Thee for continuing to 
us the Comforts of Liſe through the 
Vear, and keeping off thoſe Evils 
and Calamities from us, by which 
other Families have been ſadly in- 


jured, if not ruined l And if in the 


Vear paſt Thou haſt bleſſed the La- 
bour of our Hands, and ſucceeded 
our Affairs, we would remember it 
is Thou, O Lord, who giveſt Wiſ- 
dom to increaſe our Store, and who 

B b 2 alone 
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alone makeſt whatſoever we do to 


proſper, and would give to Thee the 
Praiſe and Glory | 


We bleſs Thee for preſerving us 
by Night and by Day, and for taking 
Care of us wherever we have gone, 
ſo that no Evil has befallen us, no 


Plague come nigh our Dwelling ; 


Thine Eye, O Lord, has conſtantly 

watched over us and. ours from = 
Beginning of the Year to the End 
of the Year ! More eſpecially would 
we bleſs Thee for Thy continuing ta 
us the Means of Grace, and the Or- 
dinances of Thy Goſpel ! That we 
have had the Enjoyment of Sabbaths 
and Sacraments ; that we have ſtill 


Line upon Line, and Precept upon 


Precept ; and that Thou art yet con- 
tinuing the Strivings of Thy Good 
Spirit with our Hearts, is all owing 
to the Riches of Thy Goodneſs and 
Forbearance, and Long-ſuttering, by 
which Thou art ſparing us in a 
State of Trial, and giving us yu 
an 
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and ſuch abundant Means for Repen- 
tance, and ſecuring our eternal Sal- 
vation 

Surely Thy Ways, O Lord, are 
not as ours, nor are Thy Thoughts 
as ours, elſe we had 4 ago been 
conſumed | No; Blefſed be Thy 
Name, we are not conſumed, amidſt 
all the Dangers to which we are ex- 
poſed, amidſt our numberleſs re- 
peated Provocations, becauſe Thy 
Compaſſions fail not! 

How different has been Thy Con- 
duct towards us from ours towards 
Thee! All Thy Ways, O Lord, have 
been Goodneſs and Mercy ; all ſuited + 
to win upon our Hearts, to engage 
our Aﬀections to Thee, and to fix 
us for Thee: Our Ways have been, 
in many Inſtances, too froward and 
perverſe ; our Wills have been ungo- 
yernable, our Aﬀections vain, wan- 
dering, and earthly, and our Hearts 
and Souls too much under the In- 
fluence of Senſe | How often haſt 

T hau 
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Thou called, and we have refuſed 
to hearken ; ſtretched out Thine 
Hand, but we have not regarded! 
How little has conſtant uninterrupted 
Kindneſs made us grateful to Thee ! 
How little have the Terrors of Thy 
Word, and the Chaſtenings of Thy 
Rod, awed theſe ſtubborn Hearts of 
ours to Obedience | When we have 
been for any conſiderable time with- 
out Changes in our Family, or Af- 
fairs, we have been too apt to forget 
Thee, and neglect that Fear and 
Reverence which is Thy Due; and 
when we have been paſling through 
various Changes, at other Times, we 
have been too apt to murmur and 
repine, inſtead of ſubmitting to Thy 
Holy Will with the proper and be- 
coming Temper | 

The beſt of us have abundant Cauſe 
to humble Ourſelves, that we are no 
better, that we come ſo very ſhort of 
what ] hou mighteſt juſtly expect from 
us | We have been like I rees planted 


by 
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by the Rivers of Water; O that we had 
brought forth Fruit in the expected 
Seaſon in ſome meaſure worthy of Him 
by whom we have been thus planted, 
4 watered, and bleſſed with all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly things 
in Chriſt Jeſus | But we have Reaſons 
to be aſhamed at our Unprofitable- 
neſs, our Unfruitfulneſs; and that 
our Goodneſs has ſo often been no 
better than the Morning Cloud, and 
the early Dew that paſſeth away! | 
ln! hou mighteſt juſtly have cut us 
down in Anger ; but, adored be Thy 
Name, we are let alone this Year 
alſo ! And for what haſt Thou ſpared 
us, O Lord, but that we may repent 
us of all we have done amiſs, and. 
reſolve to amend our Ways ? We do 
unfeignedly repent us of all our Sins; 
we do take Shame to Ourſelves for 
all our Tranſgreſſions and Provoca- 
tions! We are heartily ſorry, that ſo 
much of the paſt Year has been Wit- 
neſs to ſo many repeated Failings and 

Follies, 
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Follies, as well as (with regard to 
fome of us it is to be feared) greater 
Sins! And we ſee how our Iniqui- 
ties are aggtavated by Thy continued 
never-failing Bounty and Goodneſs | 
Wicked indeed have we been to 
fin againſt ſuch a God ! So fooliſh, 
fo ignorant have we been, and worſe 
than Brutes before Thee ! We con- 
feſs our Sins, we are aſhamed of Our= 
ſelves, and bluſh to lift up our Faces 
to Thee ! 
And we would come and confeſs 
our Sorrow and Grief : We would 
take with us Words, and turn unto 
Thee, O Lord, and fay ; If Thou, 
Lord, ſhouldſt be ſtrict to mark Ini- 
quities, O Lord, who can ſtand? For 
then in Thy Sight no Fleſh living 
could be juſtified | But there is For- 
giveneſs with T hee, that Thou mayeſt 
be feared, and loved. And through 
jJeſus Chriſt, the Great Atonement, 
we may hope to obtain the Remiſſion 
of all our Sins, and an Intereſt in- 


Thy 
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Thy Favour | In his Name we plead: 
for Pardon | Lord, Take away all 
our Iniquities from us, receive us 
graciouſly, and love us freely! O let 
all our paſt Sins be blotted out, and 
may we not paſs on in a New Year 
under the Weight of unpardoned 
Guilt | But may we be waſhed, and 
ſanctified, and juſtified, in the Name 
of the Lord Jolis, and by the Spirit 
of our God | 
And O that this New Year we are 
entering upon, may witneſs to our 
greater Reformation from every thing 
that is amiſs in us; and our being 
more and more renewed in the Spirit 
of our Minds! May all old things 
be done away ; and may we learn 
more heartily to approve and practiſe 
Thy Good, and Holy, and Accept- 
able Will! It is our earneſt Defire - 
to live better than we have done. It 
is our fixed Reſolution to amend our 
Ways whereinſoever we know we 


e have 
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have done wrong. And our Prayer 
is to Thee, O Thou God of all Grace, 
for Thine Aſſiſtance, and the Influ- 
ence of Thy Holy Spirit, to eſtabliſh 
all our good Purpoſes, and render 
all our Endeavours in the Practice 
of Holineſs ſucceſsful and effectual ! 
May this Grace be always ſufficient 
for us, and Thy Strength made ma- 
nifeſt in our Weakneſs ; that ſo we 
may be enabled to be Faithful unto 
Death, and at laſt obtain a Crown 
of Life! 

And now, O Lord, to Thee we 
moſt ſolemnly recommend Ourſelves 
and our Family for the enſuing Year ! 
If Thou ſceſt fit to ſpare us all 
through it, may it be in Mercy to 
every one of us! And, if it be Thy 


Holy Will, we pray that we may be 


let alone another Year ; that if there 
ſhould be any here who as yet have 
been quite Cumberers of the Ground, 


they may at laſt bring forth ſome Fruit; 


and 


f 
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and that others of us may become 
more and more fruitful ſtill, and ſo 
glorify our Father who is in Hea- 
ven | We would not deſire Life 
merely for the Sake of living in this 
World, but chiefly as it is an Op- 
portunity of Honouring ' hee our 
God, for promoting the Intereſt of 
the Redeemer, and doing Good to 
our Fellow-Creatures. For theſe Pur- 
poſes, we pray that Thou wouldeſt 
ſpare us, Good Lord | And O that 
we may not contradict ſuch Defires 

and Purpoſes by our after Conduct 
All our worldly Concerns we com- 
mit to Thy Care; and beg that we 
may paſs the Year in thoſe Circum- 
ſtances which Thou knoweſt to be 
beſt for us. If it be ſo, may we 
have Health and the Comforts of Life 
continued without any Interruption : 
If not, prepare us for Sickneſs, and 
every Change through which Thou 
{halt think proper to lead us. And 
| Cc 2 if, 
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if, after all, Thou ſhalt think pro- 


per for us to make our great Change 


before this Year ſhall end, may we 


be ready for it : And may we be, all 
the Days of our appointed Time, 
waiting till this moſt important 
Change ſhall come | We defire to fix 
all our Schemes, as to 'Time, with an 


humble Submiſſion to Thy Will! If 


the Lord will, we purpoſe to do one 
thing or another in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions; but we dare not ſay abſolutely 
We will do them, when we conſider 
our Life to be no more durable than 
a Vapour, which appeareth for a little 
while, and then vaniſheth away! O 
Lord, ſo teach us to number our 
remaining few and evil Days, that 
we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſ- 
dom | 

We praiſe Thee, O Lord, for Na- 
tional Mercies the Year paſt, and 
humbly implore the Continuance of 
them! We are indeed the Land which 
Thou 
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Thou the Lord our God haſt cared 
for; O may we ſtill be the Objects 
of Thy Care and Kindneſs | RBleſſed 
be. God for Temporal and Spiritual 
Mercies ; for healthful and fruitful 
Seaſons ; and for the Continuance of 
Thy Goſpel among us, after all our 
paſt Abuſe of the Riches of Thy 
Goodneſs and Forbearance, and Long- 
ſuffering | May we at laſt be reform- 
ed] Continue to bleſs to us our Civil 
Government; ſpare our King and 
His Family to us; and ſucceed all 
our Counſels for the increaſing Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of the Land. May 
our Poor be ſatisfied with Bread, and 
may there be no juſt Cauſe of Com- 
plaining in our Streets! 

May Thy Goſpel ſtill continue; 


and may it be more ſucceſsful on the 


Hearts of Miniſters and Hearers ! 

And O that this may be the ac- 
ceptable Year of the Lord, to thoſe 
Nations that have hitherto fat in 
| Dark- 
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Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death ! How long, O Lord, Holy 
and True, ſhall Tgnorance blind, and 
Error and Superſtition pervert the 
Minds of Reaſonable Creatures ! O 
that the Year of the Redeemed may 
come | How long, O Lord, Holy 
and True, 'ere Perſecution for Con- 
ſcience Sake ſhall ceaſe ! Haſten the 
Bleſſed Time, we pray Thee, when 
they ſhall no more hurt or deſtroy 
in all Thy Holy Mountain | 
To Thee, O Lord, we earneſtly 
commend our Friends and Relations, 
and all we are concerned for. Mer- 
citully regard them all; and make 
the following Year truly Happy to 
them, as well as to us. And graci- 
ouſly accept our Offering, and bleſs 
the Offerers, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our only Mediator and Advocate, 
who ever lives to make Interceſſion 


for us ! 


Now 


. _— The WE bor "IO p 9% ; 
Now unto Him whs is the Bleſſed 


and only Pqtentate, The King of W 
Kings, __ Lord of Lords; who 
only hath Immortality, dwelling 
in the Light which no Man hath 
ſeen, nor can ſee; To Him be Ho- 
nour and Power Everlaſting ! Amen. 


